PERSONAL STaEA'ENT 



(This is a new opening to begin with wliat appears later and I believe ought be first for 
the readers' understanding what otherwise nay appear to be irrelevant.) 

Assassination if a political crime. Whatever the intent of assassins may be, 

political changes are certain. They can vary widely in the effects, and they do, de- 

Piiit' ct <-{ ' A 

pending on the individuals and their ^infuluence and leadership roles' and with the office 
held when the victim holds eloctrve of lice. But when a political leader is hilled, c fringe , 
most of all in policy, is an absolute certainty. What is not certain is the nature and 

magnitude of these changes. •' w hat may appear to be 

When the victim of the assassination is a president, even/ninor changes in 
ijg not alfo international 

policy have national/significance, $ seemingly slight shift in national budget allocations 
that may not attract much attention can be enormously significant, for example if as little 
as two percent of what had been designated for domestic needs were to be reassigned to 

I 

the military, it can .mean hunger and other privations for the nation s growing number 

JtU . . 

of people v?ho are- already below the poverty line in their-messe-. 

A \ 

fj* j ft! 

Ho matter how similar the person alityes, the ‘ /political beliefs gbd the national 

and' international policies of the president and his vice president may appear to be - and 

|r / ^ 

(ts usual in Unkted States politics that the presidential candidate selcts as his rnrming- 

mate one who can appeal to a different constituency - they are never identical, 
international 

The /policies of President John F. Kennedy and Vice President Jolinson in parti- 

I 

L 

cular were quite different. Henndy had become a dove with what he learned when the 

1 

(;uba Missile Crisis almost caused the incineration of the world in a nuclear holocuast. 

Mi A /U 

Lyndon “olmson was a hawk. 

1 

A few days before he was assassinated President Kennedy had ordered the gradual 
withdrawal of what were termed our "advisers" from ^iet Ham. This appeared with lit.le 
oublic attention in the oarers, its is confirmed in Natrona! Security Counsel Action 
ri emoranda/Shat have achieved almost no attention, and it was confirmed to no in an 



interview by General James Gavin. 



Bazhin 

a few days after "yndon Johnson was President, this decision was nullifieu r and 
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( I'hus iXcan be seen that g^ar • s story of "The Purloined Letter," which 
nobody could find because it lz^ffj^waHaboix unhidden on a table is a^seful text i^ this 
icuid of work. So also is "Alice in Wonderland," where '^tough the Coking-glass" down is up 
aad up is down. And what George n Qraell teaches in his writings 'bout "Pig Brotheiv^f 
and rewriting of the history of the past to control the future.) 

'■) A- / 

In the "the Paris case" our adversary system of justice mqlfunctionybecause of human 
error. In the Oswald case it did not have a chance to function once Oswald was killed and 
no government, local or federal, ever considered that anyone else oould have been the 
assassin or an assassin. 



i-o a large degdpee- degree the Warren Commission erred and failed because such bodies, 

-V 

incl uding committees of the Congress , are not bound by the rules of evidence under which 

They cannot be bound by the rules of evidence and still meet 

the adversary system works. 



the obligations imposed upon them, to make nonQ judicial determinations of fact. 

ze^Hfc&ztbKiaxaShEEHsslsaxwaaxHHzjHdgK 

The Commission and its lawyers had no adversary to dispute or refute them and there 
was no judge to keep them from doing what they should not do. They were not up to the chal- 
lenge of bjgrng their own adversary and among then all there was not one'soiai^willing to 
be their "devil's advocate." 

The only court to which the Warren Commission had to answer was the court of public 
opinion. By all polls the American court of public opinion, despite the monolithic support 
for the Commission and its conclusion by the major media, turns its thumbs down on the 
Commission and its conclusions. 

The Commission's Report cannot survive a careful, critical reading. 

The government's own records, primarily those left by the Commission and of the FBI, 

J 

which did virtually all of the Commission's investigating, are full of what in any trial - 

if with all the publicity of th4 almost two days before Jack *-uby killed him Oswald 

could have been ttied, and even if an impartial jury could have been empanelled after all 

the unprecedented, around-the-clock prejudicial publicity - is exculpatory. 

M thuy' t/yi jbj lyayL 

This is true also of the King assassination, of the records tie PBI could not avoid 
J PVS'hi 

having and that it suppressed until I forced it to disgorge them in C.A. 75-1996. 
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Because of Scotland Yard's spying on/liay and its interception of all his comm u nicati ons , 

including relating to counsel and his defense, the FBI was aware of stay's second Ehasia 
i 11 w t *' A i’VfP desigaated-as- "urgen t 4 * 

of a la^er^to-defea^JjMi. In a J une ^rT7 _ f96c^mciphered teletype/to FBIHQ its London 

office, known as are its other foreign operations as the embassy's "legal attache," Ox ‘'A cjuff * 

reported that Hay had written the Birmingham bar association asking that Arthur Hanes, Sr,, 

represent him. (44-58861-4667) 

The legal attache warned FBIHQ, the apparent reason for sending the message in code, 
f tty) f 

that r - t wno -ae ndi ng-the inf ormtion /'in absolute confidence" because "any leaks would 

embarrass British government and jeopardize legat source." 

t 

Because such spying on Ray and intrusions into his"~arx defense are wrong there could 
and probably would have been an outcry from lawyers and others. This would have embarrassed 
the British government. But it was only the beginning, as we shall see, of the most systematic 
and deliberate violation of all of Ray's legal rights by all involved components of all 



governments, national and local. f uini 

Unless defesne counsel know about it^te'can do nothing. 4s we also shall see, even 
when suspects it 'aiicPlntrusipn into the privacy^ of Ray's communications with and relating 
to counsel were prohibited by xhly'judge ,fthey persisted, with FBI knowledgeyaid- partici- 



pation^— (MAs^ XS^foCf 








The adversary system of justice can also be aborted and q^ustrated by corruption. 

It was in the King assassination, as we shall see in detail later, first by an egomaniacal , 
wea;thy writer, William Bradford Huie, who intruded into it by paying Ray's lawyers large 
sums of money, ostensibly and publicly £pr Ray's defense but acually to get the conviction 
Huie actually believed he had bought. First it was Arthur Hanes, Sr., former i0T agent 
who quit^C the FBI because he regarded it as too liberal, and then the country's most 
famous criminal lawyer of that day, Percy Foreman. 



Ray's first choice as defense counsel.. was also dne of the most famous in the country, 

he 

F.Lee Bailey, of Boston. After Bailey received Ray's letter, forwarded by British counsel 

t ^ 

arranged for Ray by the U.S. Embassy in London, Bailey phoned Fred Hinson. Jr. on ^une 17, 

1968 to discuss accepting Ray as a client. Vinson then was AssistahT Attorney General in 

charge of the Criminal division — the man is charge of Ray s prosecution under^he^et 



Wit 

charges 



filed against him by the FBI in Birmingham, Alabama ^ A* $$-*1 '&&■*' I /■# 

tv. /tb-lfa I'll Iw. Cl A 

According to Vinson's memorandum on Bailey '.3 phone call t o th„ attorn e y 1 g e n e .ial,-3 fi:th 

t - , 1 

/a-co py-to- H rtova - V) Bailey sated, jnJfetsoir*'5- 



"' / 



Forets, thatMie 



te would consider handling the 
matter only if Ray's defense was that he/did not commit the crime*/ 

put- t 

'Shis was Ray’s statement but following this conversation with Ray's chief prosecutor 
(Em the federal charges Bailey dacined to represent him. ( 44-3886 1 -4700 )( Ge t a clearer 
copy from the original xerox in the main file) i'r/hU^c 

Ra y 'a - oocond -choic o wa s- Hane^’Who had attracted considerable attention by defending 
those accused of killing the white civil-rights activities^ Krs. Viola Iduso. (check spelling) 

and when, ^acting a3 /Birmingham' s mayor, he tad tarxeix supported Chief of /(slice "Bull" 

Ck l-VKW^ uJo y&zt 

Connor after he- had turned high-pressure streams or water from fire engines and /vicious 

police dogsTeose on peacefully-demonstrating blacks. 

(in the 1930s Connor was the 3ubgect of an investigation by the oc-nate committee for 

..hich I was then editor. The evidence, published in Volume 3 of its hearings, is that when 

he was chief of the private police of the Tennessee Coal & Iron Company he; n£id others had 



kidnapped a college professor, Joe Gelders, who believed that blacks should enjoy the civil 
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Tliosd steel p&ates over the windows had nothing to do with preventing escape or with 
protecting Hay. They served only tcjwork on him psychologically , as they did. Ae did not once 
uine months know whether it was day or night * whether the sun or moon were out or invisi- 
ble. The constantly-running; tape recorder and the closed-circuit TV likewise had nothing 
, , “ ** . 

to do wiuh his security or impossiole escape. They also served as psychological stress on 

i 

him and M 3 ability to make decision and they were, quite obviously, also a moans of spyigg 

on Mm and h is lawyer. 

_as we also shall see 



WichjMi - precisely what the beparment of Justice "security” book prescribed - inter- 
cepting all Ms communications , including with counsel 1 (italics) 

r 

side it, along with many locked steel doors, plus closed-circuit TV and microphone rnoni- 

_ taring around the clocl^. He evepp. put a wash-cloth over Ms eyes to sleep. 

1 

/Atop all the pschological pressures and stresses, all the isolation, even from all the 
other prisoners, all the visible spying and all the ost prejudicial stories leaked and 
inspired by the FBI, after Foreman moved in and Ray fired Hanes, Foreman had no trouble 

at all convincing Ray that he would throw the case if Ray did not agree to the guilty 

— ' : ica 

plea Foreman was pressuring him asoni to accept. Foreman even tried to pressure 

Ray'J. family to pressure him into the plea. 




/? 






rights of all other American. Geldegs was flogged with thick leather beeits belts that 

C-- teu Aw> jJ jyf ' , /■& . ^ , &LU' 

had large buclcles and > was left for dead. He survived to testify and to deHe£sja4te the 



permanent scars that remained after the beatings. Ironically, it was Connor's fire-hose 
and police-dog brutalities, caught by TV cameras, that jerked a turning point in the 
civil rights struggle. His bestiality shocked the conscience of the county.) . / • d, 

Ray is in jail for the res~ of his expectable life because of abuses official abuses 






.. AfW ‘I 

of ou-f system of justice ti&3f Oswald suffered before he was killed and because he was the 
victim of the corruption of this system. 

lhe 1BI, denying it all the time, as usual, waged an exceptionally effective campaign 
of prejudicial leaking that not only led 22 iiay to believe he would not get a fair trial - 

he wrote the tiral Judge ,-I^esteir Battle/ ark/ told him so. Despite Battle's order that 

i ' • // 

Ray s mail not be interfere ‘with and not be read, only skimmed to be sure he did not plan 
what was impossible, an escape, the FBI's files I got hold a xerox of this letter to the 
judge - xeroxed before it was in the mail. 

E scape was impossible because the Department of Justice instructed the ■ 



Shelby County, Tennessee sheriff on how to make an entire cell block of the country jail, 

u ‘ z H-h l! u >-» tnafT,/y\ 

in "lemphis, escape proof. The Department's "security"/for Ray d^ign includecTTrEegl ' 

plates over all the alread^barred windows, guards inside the cell block with Ray and out- 

-e ide it, and clo sedft circuit TV a ndrmic?j^ione-gefii^erir^-aroand~the~'eiock. i L ] A 

• ~ ' / J 

atop all the mo st prejudicial and wi rielv-rH a ty&buted-at ori.ea leaker] by the FBI, Fore- 






ft 



-4d i a t. he . wou l d t hrow -the case if Ray -did’ nbt~agree-to-enter--a--guia>ty 



plea. As soop as Foreman was recognized by Battle as Ray's counsel and then bamboozled 

ljUjfk J 'HhJxi'Ai . 

Battle into appointing the public "defender as his associate counsel, he authorized J/W/zV 7 

jo ^ 

negotiations for a guilty-plea. 2 his is the way he began Ray's "defense." 

As Ray correctly saw his situation, he would be worse off if convicted by a jury be- 
cause under Tennessee law after a guilty plea he would be entitled to a "new trial," the 
language of the statute, if he sought it within 30 days of entering the plea Foreman 
insisted upon. 

.^brew ing ea ses— wa '~ ndt~~ 
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•Jjis growing of a case was not uni^ie in the fabulous career of the country' s most 
famous criminal lawyer. 

j.he odd thing about Foreman's fame as criminal defense counsel is that it was not 
the major source of his income. In those days when lawyers could not advertise Foreman 
got the publicity ^that attracted his the clients who made him rich, not infrequently 
wives who sued wealthy husbands for divorce. His record is one of seeming to get his 

clldfo^ 

kicks out of hurting people. (See especially Frame-/ Up, cahoter 7, pp. 62ff) 



In a dispute with Mrs. ttearg Geneva Ann Singleton, who had agreed to give him 60 

percent of what he got her from her husband, Foreman ever tried to take the fur coat off 
. 'C'kl 

her back -in i£ wintertime. That^court would not let him do it. 

Mrs. Singleton and Candace Mossier, defendant .in one of the most notorious and sexiest 
murder cases, are among his clients who sued & Foreman. Mrs. Mossier had had to cough up 

jf'/ 

all he/ jewels in advance because, if Foreman failed to jpet her off, she'd not get a penny 
of the wealth of her murdered husband. 

Without having any reason to believe t£ey exhasust the possibilities, 1 easily 

. . similar to as his "de fnse"of HayJin one he got an i/jhocent client 

developed two .other; cases N sf r ~the same~er^)xxxgfaxgtextowm^x girtyayiCTY^±^ faav w»gyTrT^nOTgirt 

(5 

convicted, in the other he sold his guilty client in both 

rf}( !A' x 

of these cases he did what appeared to be what the government ^wanted, at least preferred/^ 
And he did get a reward from the government; he didn’t spend a day in jail after he 
caught;/ and convicted (cite case from files.) 



was 




In 



fovy u*-* . 

Janes I'll Her, a successfolphairdresser , was wrong^charged with 

being part of a ring that snuggled narcotics into the United ntate fron Canada. Some of 
the alleged details are 

£j»-| U^ti 



J3.e ( same as when Ray actually did smuggled" narcotics into this 

“ n# )ru\/ q U ' <f ef^lvi j 

country^ fron UanadHT^fe''wa^ Foreman would not handle any appeal, as he nade 

clear to Hay’s brother Jeriy and- John he would not for James, ^e told them he could not 

afford all the time and work appeals require. / tv/v p K (j '' ( J yj?! _j 

Then Stephen 3. Duke, principled professor of criminal law at Yale University, devoted 

three years of his life to undoing what Foreman had done tn killer. He won on appeal and 

killer was freed. But by then he had been ruined financially andlSSa'lost his successful 

businesses. 

? 

(Author s files on the case of Uni tea States v James Hiller and of correspondence with 
and documents from Stephen B. Duke; news accounts from Time and other publications. See 
also Faane-Up, esp. pp. 62 ff) j 

i 6 h*n£, ffafi UUA 



^ QMS . /HiAiT, ) 

Theother case involved^ -as^wealth^^^^a^^ed^sens of the Texas oil billionaire 



H.E.Hunt. 



These two sons suspected that some of the ranking employees of the % Hunt tiens 

were stealing. So, they hired a wire-tapper to get proof, and tkey under-estimated one of 

\*Z 

the/prime suspects, Paul Hothermel II, former FBI SA and the old man’s chief of security. 

ylviWU. toy — 

Hothermel detected the wire-tapping of hi 3 (Richardson, Texas-home, a Dallas suburb. He 

informed his friends in the Richardson police department and they caught the wire-teppers, 
i . . 

haga,\ tapek-rec: orders and reels of tape. 

One, a young man named J oj4n -Kelly, was represented by Percy Foreman. To keep Kelly 
quiet he . was given a job as night-watchman by an associate of the --^st brothers. One of 
his jobs was to see that all desks were secure at night, nothing left out. In doing his 
duty he blundered onto a~~Bevo: -a3 r records that, among other things, reflected that a large 
sum of money waj> going to Percy Foreman to set Kelly up. 

X.— T-s r--^ — 

Kelly got himself another lawyer^ JEerry Patjfchen, Pat^cheJE^ssed-ne- the originals 



Jt fit- 

ana gave me xeroxes 



. f /n fd&> .J 

Tlie rest is a long story involving federal prosecutions. Foreman was found guilty 




Kelly (got himself another lawyer, Jerry vdatchen. Patchen looked me up in Memphis 
seeking information on Foreman when I was there in October, 1974. He showed ne the originals 

and gave ne xeroxes ,/f/ 

~^uke , •fe o whom I'd referred him, 

as Patchenwroten^Hovenber 11, 1974,'%% Foreman got his ethics confused with his 
pocket book and accepted J 100, 000 from xt elson Bunker Hunt, behind Kelly’s back, to pack 
Kelly silently off to the penitentiary. " 

Che rest is a long story involving federal prosecutions. Foreman sfas found guilty 

bu^ he never served a day in jail. He died of natural causes on 

at the age of (fill in from file and obit/and cite) 

ultra^reactionarv _ 

The Hunt (hr others wised up. ©le got themselves a progressive aCLU "cause" lawyer 

- . CO 

i hi lip Hi.-,rchkop, of ‘JLexandria, Virginia, defended unpopy^ar clients so vigorously 
reactionaries in 

the/Virginia bar tried to disbar hii»w 1SS£M3MaX They failed. 

iiirschkop told me the evening before he left for Balias to defend the Hunt brothers 



that he had "paid his dues," as indeed he had many times over, and this tine he expected 

more tangible rewards. He got them and he more, than earned them: the Hunt brothers also 

did not go to jail. 

'• -x Foreman 

After iigke got Miller put away for <$ crime of which he was innocent and Duke took up 

his defense, John Mitchell was attorney general. Richard Kleindienst was his deputy, the 
— » 

man usually i n charge of day-to-day operations in the Justice Department. Duke sent 
Kleindienst evidence of Miller's innocence, to no avail. It was tjye then head of the 
criminal division. Will Wilson, hho notifed Duke that the government insisted on pxsaec 
KKsdxxg resisting Miller's appeal and th ,t the case would proceed on schedule. 

These tliree men, taps the tliree in charge of prosecuting for the government, were them- 
selves soon convicted criminals, Mitchell for his many offenses in what got to be known 
as the Dixon "Watergate" fiasco, Kleindienst for perjury and Wilson for hank-panky with 
banks in Texas. 



Three convicted criminals presiding over American justice at the highest 
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Just because the ^wealthy Foreman and the super-wealthy Hunts did not go to jail 
does not, of course, neon that- the FBI and the Department of Justice did not prosecute 
other cases with vigor* affTwith poor killer. 



And poo Hay. 



»/ 



The FBI dreamed up the notion tliat Joh/could lead then to James before James 

blundered into the hands of Scotland Yard. That John and Janes# had never gotten along, 

that Janes did not /know where John lively none of thif meant anything to the FBI. Yo 

it when it was so desparate, having not the slightest notion where Hay was and never 

£ia aired 

getting close to him, it iwisted that James and John were brothers therefor, ipse facto, 

John knew where ianejfe was and was just holding out on it. So, first it bro^ih pressure 

-Of JvffadU 

on nim by g/tting him to lose the license he "had ofta bar in St. ' J ouis (cite St. Couis 

FBI records filed unde -"^ohn in office files) and then it charged him with driving the 

QlP' 

"switch" car os a bank robbey^w ho wae_acquitt ed! 

V/hat was the FBI's proof? After" the local police searched John's car and found nothing 
at all in it (cite record in FBI files under John) the FBI searched his cyr and lo! 
right out in the open, it said it found 

been used Py the bank robbers to leave no prints. AH> 

4u Fiji /i-t'jrtuTA . Cu,i,il FP ' H d 'W-r fv- % nuy 

These successful bank robbers who could pilfer the bank in broad daylight and get 

away with about S50.000, according to the FBI, did not have enough sense ^kSthek'-fewo 

throw those fingertips away or to keep them until they could. They just left them right 

in the open in ihs John’s car to be found there. ••• • ■ - •• y 

Hi least the FBI says so, anyway. (Cite record) 

iiuch as tiiis, like so much in fact and truth does sound like an amateur's no^el, it 
is the grim truth and it gets grimmer. 

C? - 




were in 



There were three alleged robbers. Two, Benny (ioldenson and 

when _ started a racist fight in which 



he was killed by the black man. Goldenson rail up to his room, according to a colorful 
account I got from J ohn after he was in jail, and before he could get away with the 

iU JtW C 

loot he was picked up, in the room, ^ by the local cops. Who had not bothered to got a 



search warrant 
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These two assassinations, of President °ohn F. Kennedy and L)r. lJ artin Lather 

x '*ing, Jr., each in his own way a gfeat American and a greaf leader, were perpetrated 

./yW'fiK/ / - 

when each, /after much thought and experiences of great danger, had initiated new polices^ 

policies that, with each man, were already adding materially to the national and interna- 



tional isxdsK respect and leadership each had already earned. 

Kennedy’s first public display of the radical transformations already begun 14 

, , MjflL /‘T'ozZ 

his policies wag in a speech at Aaerican "mversity, in Washington, 1 uno - b e f or e he 
v.a%- as s assinatetjjs He asked the entire world to understand that we all live in this one 
world and that if we were not to die together ih it we had to find a way toward lasting, 

f h / 

international peace^in-it. although it then was not know and although they still remain 
secret, he and the USSR’s leader, il ikita Khr/ndhev, had begun the exchange of about 40 



A. *• 



.Os- 



long letters in which they had begun groping to’^the peace neither survived to attain. 

King load learned -t^art is a limit to what could be achieved by praying, marcliing 
and making other demonstrations so that blacks would be permitted to vote. He had learned 



iA 



also that the Ghandian sKKiiiiHS peaceful resistance could succeed flinly where there was a 

moral consciousness to which appeal could be made and he found it lacking in this country. 

He decided on the xnzs Poor peoples Campaign (FOCAK to the FBI) to seek economic as well 

be abl e^H> 

as political justice and equality, /cor people had to feat as well as to be able to vote. 

L l l / %£, /ju , 'j-^i y 

His campaign had hardly begurf' wEe!Ti^ r T3as _ asI;assinated . 
yes, to a large degre e it has. 

History wiliT ultimately record^ I- a o lfov o-, and will find public acceptance for fefe 



A 



aM*U m f 

who obstructed and/denied the nation the truth about this awful crimes and who , ■■ int e n d— 



/S 



iftg- o r pretending te-iJiteed to bring truth to light buried it deeper. 



• /u * 



But only the people, not any individual, w i ll- own tills , Che peeple J -s history. 
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Another reason this is a first-person book is that I was James Earl Ray’ s in- 
vestigator. I got him his pro bono counsel who took over after those of his choice 
fUj the right extreme p olitically ^ had failed, to get him the trial famed criminal lawyer 

Percy Feseaan Foreman intimidated Ray out of having. Together, with me doing the investiga- 
ting, we did get him an evidentiary hearing in federal distict court for Western Tenn- 



essee. It extend®! over a two-week period beginning , 



Ray then was 



denid a trial - imagine, in a crime of this magnitifie aftermore than two decades there 

_j / 



/ 



has been no trial, nm judicial determination of fact -but we did subject the eveidnece 
officially 

alleged against him to cross-examination arid we did prove it was untrue. 

1 ing / 

For the habeas corpus proceeded 1 } to determine whether or not there would be the 
•then- 

evidentiary hearing thatf would determine whether or not Ray would have Ms day in court 
with a public trial I conducted the investigations. These investigations resulted in the 
affidavits att£$hed to the earlier proceeding and they produced the iive .witnessesw who 
testified and were subjected to cross-examination at the evidentiary hearing^ Shey=SEB=' 
f vS~' own "wo rk and-tM-s-ins-therefore a pers onal aenunt of tha+ work ^ 

^These investigations were my own work and this is my personal account of that work and 



what' it yielded. 




toother of the reasons for making this a first-person book# is to rnalra whatever 

.-UAvO 

record it canrahke^^ wiia t- cai iig~ 1 to~l ±gh t Oid= - android noj V'and of the 

v and- resisteng B> ‘ / j, "flut' 

enormous } almost overwhelming official 3?e oppositxon^to - disclosure of m£b&, under the law, 

the people have a right to know. The government's record oi distorting, misrepresenting, 

lying that extends to - and I mean the word {literally - the felony of perjury- should. 

th ° ^ ^ 1 

But even being the first, the most persistent £^^S^®itecfeEXKH2Ecaxx 

(the characterization of one federal district court judge) and longest-lasting of those 

who have us$d this law so that- the people might be able to learn what truth is recorded 

in those once-secre^ xxixx government files-, was not her JTc and it bestowed no rights o/ ' 

ownership on me. 

oyt c< - cl 



. Bather was ita boon. £t-t 9 ade-possible T -in-the-^wtnrdrgf~theitot^rt~ fi i . ’ o st- p oefft-that 

tfWYyJ Jfahyr . ... , ~ '■ 

oh"Kennecly liked?) so^Eiucnhe had that pogt sbeak some of his own lines at the joBEx 

v h t ^/ 

truly memorable inauguration. Kennedy (s most remembered words of that dajrtar 
ask not what y£ur country can do for you^ h^thej/ ask what you can do for your country. 

■ Frost wrote of the promises we have to keep in the miles we go before we sleep, 

ji 

X tine,; closer for me now that I am, despite fifteen years of serious illnesses and a 

& 

.ah half-dozen surgeries, including to the arteries «one of which has been of pastic 

, 7*"' » / 

for more than a decade; and, the heart itself,, all of which limited what I am able to do, 
not far from my eightieth birthday that I so long agafonst the odds to reach in what 
productivity remains (in me. 

But as the Catholic Kennedy's favorite book of the Qxi bible, as it is mine, the 

t r 

Old Testament Ecclesiastes tells us, beginning with the reminded; that all is vanity and 

d! 

ending so poetically, with the crttainty that there comes a time when the grinders will 
OU& i b dM i' the 

zazaexzszHHUBZiixx stop - working and Keepers of the house", our bones, will crumble, 

Ctr as, 

these is no pctainty, except that all the rivers do run into the sea, yet the sae is nht 



full. So I can only hope that more may will be possible for me and that others, eschewing 
jiXiA L'do 

personal glory or remuaes’atioijjl will continue the rivers of information and truth flowing- 

An /H. u--tbb 

so that the sea of factual iniofmation will be (hvajlable to the people sn tVmt more of 
the at actualities of those most awful of crimes that turned the country around and turned 




ft 






the world around with fa .[xfa'ifa \A,X\ WAsl/{~tT4,- 



-his is the requirement of representative society, essential to its functioning. 

P-vTuU 

• L t nay mean more to me thajk/ it foes to others because I am the first member of my 

family hesST ever . from the beginning of time, to be born into freedom and because my 

lifie, which is more than a third of the life of our country, has been a life in which it 

Mi; 

has been possible for me, in the course of wlaking those many miles, lies— been a life 
in which have been privileged to make an effort to keep some of those promises that 
made^lvt ou 



are 



our birth. 



extra space 



It trouble/me #much n. during'^SSSxjoait the earliest of the years in which it was 



possible for me to travel a fa to speak', ksxeS most often to collegiate audiences, to 

audiences of still formative minds, that to be truthful and not to abuse the trust of 

fa 

■ those young people of what I regard as one of ojr best generations I had to paint Jb. grim 
0 pcture of the failure of all our basic institutions in those times of great stress and 



since then. 






yijtfa- 

ti, rFrf 



% work has not been a quest for a solution, t/o what /is insolubale ,<-^ihsolubJe ~ 

%&M lu Cty <4~ 

because government saw ipto it that no solution is possible, x have not 'written any 



CL/ 

^ whodunit^, fa novelj^ ^uised as non-fiction. 

dJ‘ r x-v'/x J cm ' 

All our institutions kamB-an^eontinue to fail us, all the ^branches of govern- 
ment fa. and. with u few exceptions, all of the media, including all of the major media. 

This i3 what my investigations, ay research and my writingsleave without questiorx^sndr 
honesty compelled me not to sugar-coat this before those audiences. 

As I thought of this^ because it did trouble me, X came to aider stand a truth that 
could in and of itself he informative to those audiences, could help them to better under- 

■.y — 

atand the /country and the world in which they live and ,to which #some might think of 

r-' ; X/V - ' S' ■ 

how they might keep thege''promises. ~l, , / 

• / 

Years before I did, which wa.s after my last book was being published: in 1975, 
while I was hopsitalized for the first of my venous thromboses, I should have recognized 

C' fa iifa . J n ull) 

the_fac±''t!iatTliis is^the only country in the world in which x could have done what I've 




Three of those great political thinkers wrote a series of essays that collectively 



became known as The Federalist Papers. Giving wider application tiiaiW Alexander Hamilton 

■f}n -blti-0'tvhj / qjUL- ~ 

had in mind when he wrote/'abOTt'the military, asking it apply to th e ■ e ntire- f e dera l" goveru- 

c/ ^ ' v,l i 

rnen^, ne penned these prescint and memorable words that are cpnfrimed by life and -its 

1 

experiences and obserations and really apply to all governments: 




done. In Great Britain and its doninions , / 1 ' d have been prevented ,uif not also jailed, 
by the Officiao Secfets act, so fcasudaxKaixkaxa it would not have been possible there 
or in -Banda- Canada, Australia and other ling/ ish-speaking countries. In the USSR find those 
countries the# dominated by it I'u have been lucky to suffer no more than/onfinement in a 

^tontal hospital. In many other countries I'd have been guilty unless aeqtated at a 

lf q. iUQ,^ 

trial^ that was prejudiced against me to bein with I were acquitted. 



A 



So, for all its many feiaings failings, failings * that have multiplied in xkz 
more recent years because all those institutions continued not to work as intended bv 
thos^r s hown as our founding fathers) men I believe to be the greatest and wisest poli- 
tical thinkers of alp. time, ours is still be best system of individual freedom xxdtdfx 
yet devised by man. 

And while it grows increasingly difficult and closer to impossible for individuals 
to make it work, as onee in Andy Jackson's words, "one determined man," I did make it work, 

those of us who can ought- must- make the effort. j /V 

/ , - f^-n- * /A/ £_ 

Dur 9-- history Since three of those great political thinkers give broader applica- 
te fc han Alexander Hamilton intended when he wrote the twenty-fifth^ef-She-PeTIeralist 

/ Hypers , _ when.lhe.-had. -the-£a.-lS 

I ‘ 1 



y-words my life 



fguui-irta ' experulencc B '- and ubscrvation3 apply tu e cgs~and all other goverhmenWr~ 

are __ " ilor it is a truth, which the experience of all ages has attested, &hat the people 
rtiomnonly most in danger when the means of injuring their nights are in the possession 
of those of whom they entertain least suspicion." 

Lee Harvey Oswald was killed while he was in the c6ustody of one element of 
government, the Dallas, Texas, police department. He was killed only because they made 
if possible, and thus our system of justice, public trial before a jury of peers, was 
frustrated. 

in Te nness ee 

James Earl Ray is in jailTforthe rest oof his life because he was framed by 

j Tf 

both local and federal government^ with the complicity of the British government, wEach 

~t/ ftyb-' 

connived in, with ours to violate the extradition treaty inder which h^-could not, legally, 

-pit fMdty /n 

have been extradicted tlf face' trial here 'and because^ tliis day he has been denied any 
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local reporting by tliinking of using fellow-amateur operators in the Jjope of picking up 

such messages snd by filling in the gaps in his account of hurricane damage in lower 

weakly 

Delaware and. Maryland's Eastern Shore ^transmitted inTjarzazeada much interfered with 
W iy^Th th<i OM/L 

-korse code 'jand- ^written out inTTonghand by my friend Howard Layton. I phoned our joint 
account to the city desk in "takes," paragraph by paragraph. 

Unexpectedly 1 then got an early education in greed and corruption. 

Delaware's only dailjr papers, nomj and evening, had common ownsershmp/ and were? 
published in the same bia'l<Kn^n(T&ange Street just sou£h of Ninth. It was late in the 
morning when I phoned the story in. That meant it should have appeared in the 
sister evening papert But its city editor, Harris SamonisM, not knowing that our corres- 
pondent was also t k e correspondent for the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin, saw a chance to 
make a few extra dollard^-and tb phoned it to that paper, expecting to be paid for it. He 
wasn't and the bulletin got that -Pulitzer. 



Vfhen the Pulitzers were announced and my managing editor, lisping, gray-haired 
Charlie Grey, who’d married ray sixth-grade geography teacher, Annie Laurie, was out- 
raged and indignant. He ran a page-one complaint and expose and Samoniski got other 
employment, out of town. 




trial, impossible as, this may seem to be to bezcck many <ff not most Americans*! 



kutia % ^ 

ru , Mr.mr . .. " " ” 



' a&~ 






Government a nd government;; aloas- 



. entij g 



sky responsible for j®even±ipg the 



American system of justice from working. 

The on^ly possibility left was our vanned free press, our major media, and as 

_the press 

is not unusual in our recent histcry"hiidxax i homas Jefferson soon regreted saying 

describing as the ins^tion he prized abjjve all others, was complacent, accepted the 

usage acceptable, and wound up and remains an 'arm of errant government. , f '* , 

-a ad unknw-oh ; "J*# h 

As a result it was left to ^private citizens -tbfseek truth and to try to publish it. 

r\ d 

Hone of us had an influence and none had any real means. Most of the few of those earliest 
of us known as "criip.cs" had had any- 're levant training or experience. 



In high school at about- the time of The Great depression I was the managing editor 
. of the Wilmington laware) High School News when my friend i^he editor was in scholastic 
difficulties fandlX-ia^faet editor- the paper that won the prestigeous Columbia University 

(£/ t cd^ 

School of Journalism "all America" honor ratOng. ledited my University of Delaware 

\h42j ' ' ^ ^-r ; ^ T ffafr . 



paper from time to time)f^iiJwtHgb--ttntr±£i3^=aftdi ^or sirrLlm-i/reaso njaidWin that: 
same- tim e--psriDd also -worked for the Wilmington Horning News and was a contributor to 

ft~ 

the long-defunct Philadelphia Ledger Syndicate.# which distributed the first or one 



of the first S unday-feature 



J /tUlys LiJhfyU, 

sections "anSTUitories. In 



h0Lt^^ 



about 1932, as a News reporter^who 



ted been a radio amateur, wh^&n I was not able to type becausebf injury to my'^rLght hadd, 

I made it possible for a reporter I’ve never met to win that year's ^ul^teer Prize for , 

J --hta?ricane=- 

Ij-ocalr-rgpSft ing by flil ing-~iir7t}i5|faT5s of his account of 




- ; hand--b:/'-a-reldovr--rsdi : ouamate 
rbQfin ti Hi # 1 ft / 

LteesTTwas first an investigator and then the editor for what was popularly knov/n 

as the %ited States Senate "Civil Liberties Committee." During that period I was borrowed 

by the Department of Justice to assist in a sensational prosecution of some sixty 

corpoftiteand deputized gun- thug ^defendants who had conspired^ to murder and otherwise 
/ c4~ LMu^ers cr^4 ort 'iyu-fkfr 

harm and frustrate the efforts to-&rga $Lz o d i nto — the ^Mted Vl^^M^lzors-^xe ^enr^f those 

~cF h 

inhumanly abused miners of "Bloody Harlan," Harlan' County , (Kentucky. 
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Inside the OSS this was known as "the Paris case," not after the city but because that 
was the name of t^e ranking non-com: aissioned officer. 



f 




L V? f aurf ' UkniJ U/MlfT 



\M> 



pa*^H 




Tbgtfl became a magazine correspondent, including being Jhe Washi/Vgton correspondent 

■U„ / 



of what then was the ijtird largest picture magzaine, after the e^LIFE and the e±S LOOK, 

P^Y 

of Click Magazine .Sej/it I condicted investigations that led to the publication of a 

pre-Page I ^g.rbo x J 

series of exposures of Nazi cartels and their/interierence in anti-Hi tier defence efforts. 
^Whether or not reaped, our government took, 'some of the corporations $I~e xpo sed^ron^' a s 

alien property. Some were major corporation of that era. I took all the information I 

, H R *rk ! bi'ti r7 CSAtSiT7Vhtk) 

developed to the Departjeftt Justice., Because we were not afgir' r.if w. suggested 



A 



m -Jpf prediction of Pearl Harbon and much of -'the Japanese- subsequent militari-successes 

, appeared lessijthan three montAs before it happened.) — " 

1 1 f 1— ' ' 



■ I take this same information to the British, which I did. In effect I was a criminal 

^ _ j j ef-f-e 



because I was not registered as a Bsitish agent wherDfawi 



I fir' tk/S # W ■£CSY‘ifW^' 

51 PT 11 fl ift 'F'n~T : frT. Trwn- Sff^-VTViirTferv- 



^economic / 

l unpaid, by taking siay ificanF^sase^ 

\ <V Wl 'KiPt fant'lek ^ jKt Stufr. SAff. - 

\ agent s at least 1 ontr ~ of - whom ‘‘ ad Been a repurtHT. -* ^ 

-y touts' hr 

^ , 'there i*r no. mention of any of this in what is supposedlgeSgr all information about 
tiwf \Ar<oFVv\. 

me provided by the Department dif Justice and the FBI-. bolaye d3rr~ana~Sn~ very - hesi tcr lrhngly 

' J 

providedQin response to my information requests that invoked both FOIA and the Privac^.Act,£ 
s slider, ' 0 

When as a xsiifetjas: 1 was assigned to the Office of Strategic Services, the OSS, eefee 

forerunner of the CIA, ^i_ceaarkSSle conservative Kpublidtan politician ^oiiead»d-it , 

C'Viild Bill Dohonvan, had an assigment awaiting t h^enri o TiiHiprt7r)f~ -th» imra afe j 

jdjich-a^' "security" was^ cleared. Donovan felt utoongly the traditic/na^ obligation to 

_ those under hinu Pour brave young .soldiers who had volunteered f gr~^almost- AajrUt 

Au *m i j^fkr ^ ~ A *-* — ^ - y ' * - 

certain death in a parachute drop 



military p&=4a is- jail after conviction an) unsuccessful finals: .through the whole / fhjUj ^ — 
system of miliary justice . Donovan believed they were framed but his prestigeous and 



experienced lawyers had sag failed to get(acb uittal^ Be had staff counsel of extraorjAUAry 
ability - wMx ~the most famous w’nom may or may rP/t have been involve:!. (l took not a 

is 

single piece 3tt/ paler with we at the end, unlike so many others, not because I did not 

15rai i t remem- 
Lted Nationals, 




7 




/ 



Arthur Ooldberg. <Jio ther was an unrelated Ponovsn , "the mail who megotciited the return f nom 

Soviet captivity ot Francis Oary Powers, who's CIA U— 2 plane had been shot down deep inside 

(\Uo _ JUstO-Cp 

Hpssia. l kr also negotiated the re torn of the day-?!’ Pigs prisoners, captured in the ?aiitwe 

c/>y 'xo 

01 that ill-conceived/ effort to invade ©asrtso&s Cuba and establish a "government in exile 

thq;t the H'ffited °tates would recognise, along with its const CIA-drafted constitution, 

the /ci ting of which was assigned to that reactionary spook of later Watergate- infamy, E. 

£ 

Howard Hunt. 

(tfhile do not here gy into it/ I have a prima facie case that Hunt and through him 



the CIA prevented publication of my firs j book? when it aan and I were represented by a- 

1-jiAstvt cMd 'k i-K " 

literary agency whos^e Hew York office was used as his own by ^Joiccu )ot^4u-k.hcc/ ^ 

' 1 7 (2,01 icX & ' 

2-liis first - asui Os 0S0 assigment wair~h, -kind cff^apprenticesMp f of my political- 

assassinations work. SiX weeks after I began that^SS" ^those solijSers had been freed, I 



did not conduct any investigations in the field of oujfeide OSP files. Yifakt I used to ex- 



\M 



cuhpate them was the existing records that had been overlooked 1 by the lawyers. 




_ihe -government s -refiords, primarily those of -the- V/arrezn^eaHi-ssioiry' and 
of the V&I^ which didp/irtaally all of the Conmissiojxl-s^xhvestigating, are full of what in 

T - _ .--^r — o / 0^*0 

any trial/ if. with all the puhli^ty-dJcftfie .tm almost two days before id was killed he 

a«/ wb qXbrf f? aJ( 

Gould have been tried^ iGns^'jary had-a o t , been i nflia?n ct^-by the unprecedented, around- the- 

U) M 

Henry Wade t o 




sto p W it . ■ & & ul vL P j. 'iye . . been eiapsae-Vi-ed-on' 1 at nny ^ tTr rt.gjVV hyiPj^g^^ 

Jaimes Earl Hay is in jail for the rest~c^MsTTi^ beeauy^ of siiai^Lr abuses 

and still other abuses Oswald did nijt live to face, including the exceptionally' effective , 

(&f ^ (Ik JAit ,L. (OH^f oh ti’-i'j- fkrtiihHy CLok oowlsrru.tUfc-/' kX 

FBI leaking that led .hamto belfieve He could not get a fair trial/ an d -^ b o cauoe his last of 

Inc&rf, Duo k'H fksh & . 

several defense counsel before he w^s~^o»viciiEd.. the couhtry's most famous, criminal lawyer, 

Aii^ XPtitL dhi'hjlo ±£-kf rvui jUJ- Ji. j 

Percy Foreman,, bn% f rector i p.ri nrid - dui tin-in riot Jtov ^&rid led/hiiiL ni4-bel^4»vo that he'd be , 

/?m ££.'.& veecj fp vvM- nrU-^ 'k- u^Ch 'Ihkk u,-^^ JJu U-t-ktA ^ 



in_Fer-oma&-s— faboloosgisareer-and he appears to have beeagrewarded by the federal goveivn- 



aent when Jt saw to it that after conviction in one of the cases he'Thtd--d fix against his 
0> P^\£wiAi^_. 

own client hg'”liv-;d t o di fila-aartargl death without a day in jail. This - Us not the only 



NT 




2 



a.4 f u*rt/ *~r'H ** ■/'**¥• 4 ' *"** ** 

fie he*) Mfi -h- 

±<one of the most terribly tragic and in all ways costly catastrophes, without a single 

lX , C- irVl (/ j 

construcive resyi: t resuljt and with lingering suffering on-~a±ir-sides. 'H£'U„ 

A changes 

another of the many jj L l ustrat io&s most of which are long since forgotten was a 
' ,yk\/e\A3 C r L^i'Tsv'CL-tt 

basic el-iangej^tl^tancl continues toTiave majoi^onseciuencesfand result ted in the atbest 



nonproductive waste of Hillions ‘of tax dollars that thus could not be used for other 
and necessary purposes. l-i P/tet _ 



She first 



, President Kennedy stat«|a new national policy, that the United States would not 
CWjyu-p^ 

Hrecognioe any military dictatorship that overthrew an elected government. 

A 'riuJ'i A l ' fills l *! \h p/J-er, . 

freely-elect eiq President of the Dominican i4 epfiblic. vaiS' Juan Baa Bosch. When shortly 

_ !hv\r\ icAhj h i t t- ft > l ‘i „ 

softer the assassination he was overthrown bjTT3ie 'fiilitary, Johnson recognia.M the 

A f . TA MA, 

' raany thousands of our military of all branches 1T- 



military dictatorship and^ 

we-re-invo^ted in Support of thfcat dictatorship<j*hen an effort was made to get rid of itfi 

, A ' 3 ~~ - ' 

pi though from the earliest days of our country domination of Latin America had been 

1\io J Cii'fY) cjjvf'h ci-ivithtf isrU 

national policy, the extent and the cost of ‘open intervention on the side of .iaany-©£ these 
military dictatorships became greater than ever. There is not one of the many Latin 

■— t-,-— t— 

American dictatorships~ihat- the United States 1ms not sppporteg? from the, time •John 

l-Wi lU 

Kennedy was assassinated, aside from all the other costs, such as tfas tortures, murders 
frLi 

and^so-called "disappearance" of t h o usnadn thousands and thousands of Latin Americans, the 
cost in tax dollars is in the billlions and political instability in that part ofj/the 

b UtMtUL' * ' 

worlds is-new endemic. 

When I was able to travel and speak and be on talk shows one of the most commonly 



asked questions was wtertefer whether our political assassinations were by the as same 

au/'k arid 

assassins. Uuite a few Americans held^ this belief. There is not a shred of evidence that 

±hsss3£ the same assassins were involved in na^ two of the four major political assassinations 

of the 1960s and there "is no reason^ to-attgpeqt that th is. 'liad bo o n- t h a- case . 

~rc4w\ i ic^Yu^iq usk* ^U. 4 .*) vh ifct.4 ,V te-i ^ 

■^The assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was on April 4, 1 968^, ^ndrlthat 

of Kobert Kennedy was two months later. 






While not of the s;ime magnitude, I believe that thefassaisspnation of Maloom X was 

an important event and ought be kept in /kind when the effects of the* political assassinations 

<2> 



iij-thottght'' of 




These assassinations have two tilings in common. Each of the viotins had had 



enemies for years hut not one of them was assassinated until after he had made a major 

J'^' ^ ^ Ju/5 _ A-U/fa (t\d~ Cta2 

change in his policies. /Jill/ithese clianges greatly increased -the possible polxticairisase- 

(UL-' 

-83 $' leadership notential, of - the victim s. , . \ 

fTc-hv, \ & -1 ^ - f u t 

rKehnedy had fre -o f " gradually increasing^ popularity. He firsifenunoiated in ~ publi c 

.ki'jM-t /MtJCj'fc , 

ci major pgliey- ch ang e^sT - policy of seeking to reduce the area* of confrontation with the 
;i- vru.,/ 9 t> 3 ^ ,\^/ 

Soviet u nion, in hisTspeeeh atbthe American tynaversiiy in Washington. In sum, he said we 

live in one world, breaMv in the same air, and will live or died in it together. He made 



other radical clianges, one tha t - i s little recalled today is negotiating the first agree- 
ment with the USSR ■ffoat looked toward reduced tensions and toward lasting peace. jt was i> 

U ■( . 

the limited test-ban agreement tha-j-raesag among o /her things, reduced the contamination of 

(XAA^y ' :L/ 

the at-rmspfeere by ending ou£ testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. ^ 

N 

Hig had been regarded as aj)"uppity nigger" all his short adult life but he fetas not 
aseasss&aated^dierrv^^t. assassinated as long as his means of seeking ejLility'/f or blacks 

was marching and praising for the right to vote. When he came to realise that his Ghandian 
* r 

pel ioico - a -f non-violnfece could succeed only when there was a .moral conscience to which 
ft-n d ft <-T" Ljft iJlJl /// 

appeal could be made^did not exist on this -~cormtry^aBdf^ that being able to vote would 

Scjttput food An empty tabies-assEiB^Ej he addedr-a-^ie5i-^rea^-©fUactii?4ty."He called it the 
( pi' C.AF\ “ i--n fh~ F0i‘i> -U/i~£-yl4-^U6 §■ W Uttstf iftvbt 

Poor Peoples Campaign. Earlier he had come out publicl;/ against our involvement in Viet 

T> 

name Ban. These chiiages in his policies that could and I think would have greatly expanded 

OsW.i( U.-et£_ 

his IdadersMp .ebentia l that - wa s feared as his praying and marching had not been feared. 
fi J\.( \ J Uv~ L 'ri'i~ 

it was only after these changes that he was assassinated. 

S~ w alcolm X, the more militant black leader, also was learning and C h a nging . One of 

^ I ' C hcz v\spp> -n 

his en a ge s as he moderated was end e— what a am not alone in regarding as his sexist 

0 y /,%£ _ -// 1 L ■■ ‘ »V 

attitude toward women. ■S uit - uidend the base of Ms apppeal and , had he notrbeen assassina- 

i G-Vvei J/vdLi£*4yi4 - 2 

ted, and- 1 believe would- have broadened^ Mskxsa political baas - appeal an d following. 

- &/ 

Co, while these assassinations of the 19b0s ..ere not by the s/me assassins, -hey all 



had in common, killing leaders of increasing / poll tiealSinf uence who were not of the} right 



and who were, among- other things, opposed to u 'nkted States participation in foreign wars. 




also in aornmon in all four of these political assassinations is the involvement of 
the Federal bureau of investigation, ^ first as part of tats its vast domestic political 

spying, particularly aimed at those not liked by FBI Director J. Edgar hoover and especially 



i * regarded them, as politically liberal, and then in the supposed investigations of the 



V 



crimes 
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±Za-o W ^ 

5 -^eetuL-se^o^^tmc^~±rrinr s r se 



those assassina- 



tions i-f the involvement of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in investigating the crimes 



and their victims. 



5 



! . t iiobert Kennedy had been a hawk but after ^U£«3ne McCarthy's spectacular showing the 

l c i^AwA. MU. J~ ffyi/Vyi'Y) Aa Uub! l Utf.i-c aj. p^r U U~~ U/l ktUaUf^ 

\ the Hew Hampshire pljffiar^ tee became aft- open dove. He had a good chance, such was the popu- 

\ J ./-r>- a , 

\ larity of his martyred brother, the family name, and of his changed 1 policy ,~2jfex± 

V te -dovoinh Boae^THs fant hct-had=a- g o od chanc e, of winning his party's nomination. His \flC~ 

eitory in the California primary caaaaaedr' hia pj'ospects. He was assassinated almost 
_ /Ivfo _ t/ ’ C&A ' 

\the minute^ the- ^alAomia reas&ts~i»^ known. 



In the John Kennedy and the King assassination investigation^, the major and the 

controlling force was the FBI. It also had considerable influence in the California and 

' Hew York_ investigations of the -Robert Kennedy and Malcolm X investigations by local 
iU/L £'i / h/\ 'pt'W l\ Mm* i autf 

authqrrtlSs. '^’"regarded Malcolm X as a danger to the country and an its own enemy. 

7*/ 

its investigations of him the full edttent of which is not know/is known to be incorporated 

.A* 

in excess of the more than 10,000 pages of reports the existence of which it had astenisfx 

iluxu J.& c 4 -//^tsTJ>o cl~i 

acknowledged in response to requests under the Freedom of Information Act ^FOIA.) tha t d o- 

CD 

not include all the records the FBI has at ijss headquarters ex and irr its many field offices. 

/TV 6- 

Soo«, full understand of any of these assassinations and/or their official in- 
/\ 

vestigation requires an understanding of the FBI's role, methods, techniques, policies 



and practises in all of them. 

1?y far the greatest volume of disclosed FBI records relate to the John Kennedy 

/W| 

assassination, life second greatest volume of these- disclos edr-areeords relate^ to itsl 
King-assassination investigation, to which it gave the code-name MUSKET, for Murder of King. s 



\ maaa s-of ir- laB ge_jiuabgi;_chlJniX^Iiwteuits-X--am...r e sj 

\ {Cfa.l _ t»_ 

ito m»c'?.0B6< I hUBm and relate ! rebqfds>(feor.ie 60,000 pages] 

<Jhi c-Uh H X- X — ) ° 

an yone - elooSlor Tteeauarter of a milliorNor more /Of itS disc 



5he-dise31 



"ft ... foiK. FA) A £at&u*ufr. fin*u/A cil 
ges] aha . am moj J e — rosponoihlo than 



[S"quarter of a milliorNor more /of itg disclosed John Kennedy assassina- 



tion records. X?* 1 C^tluM fit 

^ -yy\ iALh/Yi jf whmJ- >- t /^Cifrnb T&.J.F ft./. A //• 



’*1 dc/lih CLii J^kuu. altuc 
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5A, fols 



iiy FOIA lawsuit, Civil action (CA) 75-1996 in federal district court in Washington 



compelled it, reluctantly, Jo give me some 60,000 pages of its HURKHJ and related Y 

records. I filed a series of i'OIa lawsuits that , more than any other single caned, made 
first _ / _JW >'( Jr> 

it disclose the/Tffi^&trf^Girtor of a records. Prom all official 

files I eSTSi through FOIA action about a third of a million pages of once-withheld 
records relating to the political assassinations and their official investigations. ^ 
These successes - and while x never hit the gusher I should have I alsc/ dag not a 

. c A . ififjnp 

singed dry well- grew into a major problem for one of my years and many medical and rxsw. 

reultant physical limitations. (Although most do not think tAiis way, I was bom in 1915, 

the first ttsas Sax of fay family ever been born into freedom, and I am more than a third the 

age of our country nad have lived through and observed that muc of its history. ^Perhaps 

netter as a footnote on the page.] I believe that while under POIA the government has the 

usl Wwh 



obligation of giving me copies of all relevant records not under any of the severjA. exemptions 

ovu 

specified in this most American of laws, it also makes me and any other-person who obtains 

copies of official records surrogate for all the people of our country. I may not copyright 

•the efcords themselves, only the uses I make of them. I therefore have given unrestricted 

access to my copies to the. "any person" of the law. In practise this has at various times 

meant most of the major media and those who have enjoyed this unsupervised access along 

with the uses of our copier have more often been those with whom I do not agree. Because 

the only place I have for this enromous volume of records is in our basement and I am 

limited in t/^e use of stairs one unnecessary consequence is that despite unrestecited access 

to our copier a few original materials have been stolen along with /duplicate copies I 

on first reading of these records for my own use and that of others. I have kept all the 

records I received exactly as I received them so them may be used in £& the future with 

the ay assurance that they are what I received and are exactly as I received them, with 

no changes pr alterations of any kind on a single one of these approximately third of a 
forever. 

million pages. They will (be a free public archive at Hood College, Frederick, Maryland, 

one of the very best of our smaller colleges. 

Extra space 6 fols. 
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Shoe There is no means by which we can make anything like an accurate estimate of 

tk f8(s 

the enormous Volume of relevant records VC has not disclosed, hut there is an indicate' that 

lr^>/ C’j 

it is a - ' -gmitt vo l uqg from oifo Records that, after months of stronglyQresisted effort and 
and endless succession of FBI misrepresentation to the court in ny Civiar-*etie&-4&A) 



(f CV a*i 



64 75-1 996. fes-th ose King re cords ± finally got.a*r'inconplete inventory of the' field office 

records only relating to the FBI's vaccuuia ? .cleaner investigations of King, his closest 

tj CfnfociM'% , 

associates and his Souther Gterstr Christian Leadership AasOcoatl on, With, nong other things, 

aHr the rooms-ful of tapes of electronic surveillances excluded:) and all she .transcrip tions 
k,vW^w, , iu /W t-s# i bi t-ik i-f FB/ PfPiS /JfG), / / sTe/ ^ -fhts 

o f them .aa d-otha r ' relev a nt naSo ^ Z t-hS T incomplete inventory totals ^ 402 pages ! ^ 

d’hus, in an effort to make comprehensible to the reader what is so far from the 
k h v! Avuirt't' ( -fy p r tiV d ■<_ IfUdi U-vt 

experience and understm^W-ef-thy~^^verage > AmericonTTir^^t~folIowa~I draw-Horo-on 
U /U_ r. 

^t’he more numerous JFK assassination FBI records a- ti« ~a ns of :icek ±ng~to ~cc5rtvey-idiis 
•usdesistnnding. 1 

The major media, as is made clear in my~aar~ seven earlier books, bears full re- 
sponsibility for the FBI and other agencies getting away with what they did and continue 
■to Jjet away with because' rheje: all elements of it failed to fulfill the traditional 
role of the Unjted Statds press in not asking the obvious questions, in blind aoeeert 



acceptance of the unacceable from officialdom and in failing to conduct their own in- 

dependent investigations of these tragic turning-points of history. 

1 

That role fell to little-known private citizens most of whom had no background 

ui^rnii J [Usher cht^u. "h Vcy. ^ 

or experince in such matters. What is known! other than the—ogficial accoun-ta'^Is^imown 
only because of these efforts byTprivate citizens who came to be knwon as "critics." 

H 

After the first few critics’ books, of which ratj ’.ihitewash: the ■‘‘•eport on the Warren 
rasper Report , completed nid-F ebr uary , 1965 and publishied in limited edition «.ugust 17 

Ot '- ^yQ tt'Vts */ 



of that year, most espouse conspiracy theories by means of which, in varying degrees, 
t hay prota&d to solve these crimes. 

j) U'J C 'h I ij n,- ^ 

Without exception all 'are ^seriously flawed. The result is that the more attention 
-they. 

mo&t -of the*, attained the more /Confused and misled the people ~,/ho Irou ~ ny u L^enai - v e^orres^ 

0 ^ ,UJ tid 

jo ncicn c c still cuff or tha - M-gai - nB— ef-~!dEise crimes .(^another consequence of these (theories 




\nM i% fasMlc/ub (f 



1 presentted as facts is that major 

~£&vuL h ]u^ 

media that failed and misled and misrepresented aw exculpated. 
j~d\ 



C When anytiiing relating to the assassinations reaches newspapers,. 1 if or example, the 
usual reaction s on - y e a rs «jjp. s been. More of that junk," and it is discarded and ignored. 

I hatfe and have read innumerable EBT records in which it makes its own. choice of 

v cvu k ^ 

the more outlandish writing and circulates memos in which it presents these writings'aiT'S 
justifying and validating all it did and did not do. 

It is for th£rr reason/ and ti* make a record for history, that I h&gjtocxiAkxx 
include in this personal xttateraent an illustrative sampling of these books and their 

f CWT ^ 

authors, The reader now and in history should understand to to a large degree Hie 

l 

sritics also failed to meet the responsibilities they voluntarily assumed* 

Nonethelesnss, these critical failures did serve to raise questions ignored or lied 
about by government and, compared with the monolithic failures of all the basic institu- 
tions of our society, the institutions on which we depend for our freedoms and our own 

■j*/' 

ability to seek to preserve and perpetuate the* pale into insignificance. Yet they, too, 



should tie understood ifi the truth is ever to be known. 
There is no 



also , 



scrtiixXH ' live defendant to take any case to any court in the JFK case, There /is little 
present_ 

hlikeTIhood that, given the failures and abdications of the courts and the major media in 



the FOIA litigation that did xzxxg rescue from officially-ordained oblivion more than 

enough Official information to prove that the government did lie oC us about it, that 
will/ 

the JFK case \pai/be officially re-investigated. Indeed, were it to be it would be once again 
the government investkgating itself. 

In reaction to public pressures built by some critics the House of Representatives 



did create a Select Committee on Assassinations in 1976. From jy personal experiences 
with its top staff in its earliest days it was apparent that whatever individual Members 
may have thought or intended, this committee was, to the degree possibleV'support the offi- 
cial "solutions." It did. Mere the Congress once again to examine into the official ex- 
planations of these assassination, it would roalllj^be investigating the FBI. No real 




a 



\ - ■ 



and. thorough investigation of it has vem ever been made by any Congress and no Member 
can hope for political survival if he is ever part of any real and thre thorough in- 
vestihation of it v # such is it pwoer power and its willingness to use its power and 
its record of using it. 

In the King case, however, there is a live defendant, James Ear Ray. Under the law 

Q— 

he has but one recourse before the courts, "new evidence;" and this "new" evidnce, which 

y 

is really the old evidence buried, misrepresented, ignored and lied about, is for the first 
time in this book. 



The disgraceful, the dishonest government record is one of "The King Conspiracies." 

t 0 \ 

Defining conspiracy is easy; proving it is not. 

Under the law conspiracy is a combination to do what ike law says is wrong plus an 

overt step in pursuance of the conspiracy. Taking a step, an action to advance the purpose 

or purposes of the conspiracy; is required because otherwise it would be no more than tisfe 

talk and talk, as it should be, is protected by the First Amendment. Proving that as few 

as two people put their heads together to do something illegal and the^/'took that single 
rr/ 

step to iupliment it can be a complicated and t difficult thing to do in court. 
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oTATIjI arc 

Sliis is not a first— person book^ because, as too many others have done, I intend 
to portray myself as a hero. I am not a hero and in no sense at all is any of those who 
teat their own chests and proclaim their non-exi3ting heroism. 

Kor is it in an effort to stake out a claim of ownership of the subec/t of 



,-ct ? l 



politasl assassination as others, f=nfe falsely, indecent%ave from the first done 
and after two and a lialf decades still do. 




subje ct. ^ 



II , == """■ — t ft ^ 

w^a^ultimately record, as despite; revisioni'st^wwhioh^i^uaualdyr^cofliihle-andlr^ae--^- 



bui-lding) th&se two.jaost costly crimes in our history, the assassinations of 
President Jo hn I 1 ’. Kennedy and Dr. H ari:in Luther •‘ting, Jr., were perpejtratei 
greatest of kmericans7a^~J ust^jthe time tEei^potential f oFTiati 



dr the 



and international lead- 

— • — • " 

ershi£^it--is'"'Begi nning to. record, 

- Only the, p eople nwr m ^'hji story. 

However, if any such claim could be asserted, I am more entitled to do it than any 
other, particularly more than those jf phonies who would have it believed that it is they 
who discovered ±3® sex, they who invented thoe wheel, the iW/ort of their writing and 
_£peaking. all they have discovered is how to make dishonest money and all they have in— 
vented to'' one of their crookedmeans7^SH _ TKrtanble theories th<Jt at least in some instances 
they knew to be false and impossible when they made (these captivating mythologie3/'upX 

I am more entitejld to make the claim that nob ( kody can with honesty or decency make 
because, as will become clear to those not aware of it, despite all the many mythologies 
and other fabrications, it is I who, with not inconsiderable £f effort and cost, brought to 
light most of what is factual about both crimes. I did this in seven published books and 
so many alwsuits against errant government under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 



I can't remember them all. My records of these lawsuit alone fill 
nets and file boxes. 

u y 

I-iy first book, oi 



feliag-uahi- 




Lv'lvc ah-t-V' c^i/Kjfi i f uAu •&. cl 

mail't'cT the contracted publisher 

dr o ^ 

■was published'in limited edition, when there wac indication it was about to be stolen 

, ' / 9"6 6 

in France, (August 17, 19b5v) It went into general circulation May 7 -of tiiat-yeag-. 




note on John Hay on p, 24, or use an insertion 



(John, liked and trusted me, as Jerry and their sister Carol Paper did. He wrote me 
from jail often, sometimes enclosing proofs. I checked out those tilings he said and, as with 



his account of tne bank roboery and what followed it, all he told schwas proven to be true. 

All my correspondence with all the Hays and with a number of prinoners in federal and 

state jails, including the envelopes that in those days recorded the censorship, and all 

a..'- 3 -' in my fi les j 

the tapes of ray many interviews have-been preservedTTorthe historical records) 





24 



Taken to at. l,.oui $ an,, tried the judge held that the SSQjiOOO could not be used as 
evidence against Coldenson^and $e was acquitted. He had a good lawyer. 

John, who had nop money, was defended by J.B.Stoner, who was head of the National 
States Eights Party. Stoner had started that tiinusculf f^tion of the right extreme because 
he load found the Ku Klux Klan too liberal, as he told me. 

John was tried before Judge William Webster. The United States attorney for the 
St * ^ ouis area HaJ that SSOmOOO on a courtroom table and, again according to ^ohn’s 
accounts, kept fingering it and calling the jury's attention to it. 

how John had n4ve r in any way been associated wit^that/^ney to which the jury was 
continuously attracted. But Judge Webster permitted it and Chn wa s convicted. Judge 
%bster gave him 18_ years for "to Allegedly driving the switch car forxaHxaHpLfctteix 
the man found not guilty of robbing that St. Charles, Missouri, bank! 

Before Bong Judge Webster was FBI Director Webster. 

ft ft* 

And after his widely-praised ten years in that job he was appointed and ■ bo came 

Director, Central ■'■nteeligence. , , i / 

_ h*- f'U •/■it' t ■ J 

- ^ The third bank robber^was caught in California” 

that . he was not only an escapp e ga wanted man, he t / " 

±hax.-hepiid a!so~5een an'l^S^nfomSrT And had gotten married, he appeared before still 



mg. It then turned out 



another judge ,_ 



Judge 



praised 



sentenced him to no more than 



for reforming, witness he got married, he also 
- - which means that his 



u 



total time in jail for having escaped another jail and for the heist of the bank was 

only (Vite records in office file and perhaps use 

direct quotes 'JptM&jsy C&U , Cf&t (tilth, J 0 tuUf c& ut.ti+Hb. jrLa-Vt e 

'this and so much more that comes to mind se rve t o remind me of the croud 
boast of our Department of Justice, -4Lke that engraved over the main entemce to the 
Su preme fourt, "Equal {justice Under Law." "Equal, l7 Vas we have just seen. 

*vft-2r Hay’s coerced guilty pleas I filed several Freedom of Information requests. 

The F3I ignored them. Its internal records that I got years 1 aisse later actually say that 
because they did not like me the law does not apply to me. (Det'^rdcite.J x&C- 

i «M{ it ^ l 
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is -fee 

She Department's Eivil ^ s ^ s ^ on J ih® component that generally handled FOIA 

It' s J oseph Cjilia wrote me on (h. xfijf'i hjf A^uij 

-su^ccsc that they were not conplyiir^ with my requests/Because I would not 

believe ttSHiT anyway. (Cije and cite, quote exact wordS) „ ,- 2 ~? /a \ 1 

5hese people were; lawyers. I am not a lawyer. But the language of ’the act" (foes not 

require any legal education. x t says that "any person" is entitled to government infoma- 

Sj^i-aA'c / 

tion that is not within any of the se»-spewic exemptions of the Act,'ftT'WSC-552) 

'i ~ . «j ustico * s 

so, 1 tiled suit, C.A. 718-70. Despite perjury, which is what I called it without 
any protest in Frame-Up /since it was published in 1971, 1 won- with a summary judgement 
at that, not an everyday occurence, when. I -‘sued for thef public records, public in England, 
that is, used/in open court to get James Earl Hay extradicted .~tFor a full account see 

' t 

•ffrara e - Up , ■ - p pr~598-ff54~T^ 

After parking my car I walked to the main Justice building, to the closest entranc e. 
It happened to be in th e middle of the building's Pennsylvania avenue side. Overthat 
door was a no less proud engraving into the stone: "The Place of Justice Is a Hallowed 
Place." 

JirV^ 

The door was locked - the only locked street-door of the entire large buiiding. 

' Then and since then I have found it appropriate that the single locked door was 

^and its many com po nents, like the FBIP 

under this boast that in my long experience with the Bepartmen?Twas notTeiiSe justified.,*, 

^ F\ 

C v 

1,Por a full account, including the ludicrous consternation cum. spectaJLe it caused wliile 
thqj.e eminences of the law and justice decided which would have to soil himself by oomplyng 

JuudiiH 7 

with the order of the federal court by liaaimd me the file U which include the later "good 

<^uy" of the Watergate Department of Justice, William Ruckelshaus (right), then head of the 

its Civil Division) and excerpts from the alleged incriminating evidence none of which was 

,, y 

incriminating^ see £as»e-Up/, pp . J598-454. My wait was so jong I actually fell 
asleep in Hucjjefcshaus 1 outer office, asd when^ the file was delivered, these public r^cort.s 
records of a ou blic trial were inside a large envelope stamped of all things "Secret" ! ) 

£a/>4 

except by the United States marshals and the Bureau A Prisons, whixh gave me ready 
access to prisoners who wanted to speak to me or to whom I vaulted to speak. 








faced with uhe apolitical assassinations — all of theia — the executive and judicial 
systems failed along with the adversary system of justice. Bhe third branch of government, 



the legislative , long was silent, lears later it compounded these failures v/hen the 

Hoss of Hepresentatives established a special committee to investigate them. ( give 

official title and the number of the Congress ^ it began with the presumption H rik 

xxsafegailt that the accused were guilty and never really investigated or intended to 

investigate the JFK and King assassination^. although it protended to. In fact if began 

Robert Blakey, its were 

each of its public hearing s with a narration of what ^tsrrafaeri- chie^ counsel saidTtae 

,s yen seven. 

allegations by the critics. (He never once mentioned my name or cited any of my^Sooks.) 

Blakey and his committee set out to and largely did debunk xhs~soce of tlie many assassi- 

1 vfepf | J .p J p 

nation theories , hardly the way investigating those crimes if truth rs" the client 

tvft'bl'/ 

and the interest' of the nation azs/to be served. 



wliite. 






ettT 



One of its prosecutor-types, a (lawyer (Who affecteda red Afro hairdo, acfuaIly~^A- 
Jim ^esafTTseekirig a release so Foreman would be free to testify about his representation. 



if i may use the word, of Hay, actually blurted-out that they wanted to use Foreman to 
show that Hay was guilty! 





-a;/ again (Changed counsel. nd and with HaricxJian;sixxhsin:c the help of his new counsel, 

tiark Lane, came close to doing the committee's dirty-work for it. In the public and 

of Att'-vH. luf £ h ltv f (I'jtfufcf 

Cingressi 1 — ' ~ J " 1 . . — * - r— 



Congressional mind, with those heai^g^elecastrrrom coast to coast, he did persuade 
most viewers and readers of the published accounts that he was guilty. 



"ex tra space"” ~ 



The press, often referred to as "the fourth estate," the unofficial part of our 
self-government, also i'ailed/in the time of these assassinations and since then. 
f do not recall a single written, spoken or telecast question asking whjfey xa 

Mty 

Lane iysa Ray testify when under the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution he did not have 
to. Or whether Lane's obviously wrongful compliance with Hay's irrational desire to 
testify had any connection with publicising Lane by having him on every TV tube in the 
country and in all the paper ^rnd magazines. 



Before long' Lane waJ representing a wealthy ultra-reactionary* Willis 
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Of all the many devices used by 

■ U! 



J.L g kt' "j- ''' ftijjAj&ef _ 

y tiiooe who wrote (books about tha_ 




; illations 



in which they used the work of others ,as their 

CL M,d_ 

.than lielandsoiijs. ho credited 



he used anA4 

sup j QfiCn.lv >»nt tim-rfi. nlsia^fri 



is more imaginative or effective 
. _ . few —kr ■*/ * 

puizLic reading yoonu’for the r3I(Hoouments 
Q*ts£n Ait 

da ng room for JKt assassinations records he 
"HifilrK /J 

f-r'Pfi-: -frprJ -vr of use 1 v . too. 



'Over the years Melanson whs in touch with my lawyer, ^im Lesar,. and with me about 
the assassinations. During this correspondence he abandoned his eitMior theories about how 
King was killed by anyt intelligence-agency conspiracy, albeit with some reluctance. He **s 
Sikxk visited ne and like all others, had unsupervised access to all ny files. He copied 
rhose he wanted on my copier. I also nailed him some when he re urested them or to re- 
spond to questions lie asked. , 1^.(1 C/J-'o 

-> £t is-for this that ho ia-oo goncrotts in liis thanks lo idle fhl'o ^ublio rea ding roomj- 
for what he knew veijy well fias ther e only hecanne to disclose all the 

disclosed lit! SON and seven field off ice, bv. more than a decade of rWt-i 

. , 0,\4 * /rluitniU'L dj c-htfUj -w-cef ' fUc 

^fljj i . xoult , ' costly and ~fame - oonauixmg litigation, of which he wan woll— a ware. 

•/if A ’’ 

‘ His knowledge of intelligence agencies and how they function, despite his earlier 

publication on that subject, from "Sne 1-iurkin Conspiracy" alone . and from "Say Sqga?alone 

/ 

is like that of a literate child who had read too much of the modern equivalent of 

/Penny-dreadfuls about these agencies. It is pathetic that a professor of political science, 

with a doctor of philosopy degree in it yet, is so stupidly ignorant. Common sense alone 

is ^ 

•should hive told him that what he wrote Was/impossible for any such agency, that no agency 
could hop^±Hxsim£±va^;ch«a3tEicH2sn2xbBiHg:£a2iiaHgksHg3€ttiaidccH3£sr 

(to avpid being an international ji'Lughing stock, leave alone survive, some of the methods 
he says they used in the Sing case. dtfr* P* PpiDo AJruU -fr ^ ^ 

To say that I could write a book about how frightful/ bad and thono.ughly dishonest 



> hl 



he and these books are would not iieough - I did ! 

; M Cv*! Ctisi'fl'Leji-fc i-C/ 

the "ft Tho Mig3dJi J^QXis ^ r u. u y TI j.^u>irg r t & i .al historian - a lbeit aJrHO w ith 

^ t _ 

fcr'./rono , of the ^nivc .,I"y uf - '.i'^|uconuln at CLT Tens PointV =wn» =ae-a 




nskef i cw-to annotate it. He is coau t hor of— toe only scholarly bibliography on the 
JjiC asaaiinin.itinn, published bv Greenwood iressy ^Insert title. Can't fvp 1 ■ " r 
hdgrfa^Jkyraw ~ctc( ne-^^a < i3 .- nf -r ayotif o and me ,^bou- i 15 years ago we shared the belief A 
that the errors and failings of those of us who cyticize the offical assassin&tron accounts 

£ OH* A 4 #h 

the luture. ite-jjaw^HE-^tee 

that fills, a stationary box -and thakK^uicludes tissue carbqn copies^and/pages tliat\d.th the 
typewriter I usedi'-got 500 and more words tP>-ji page - the notbs^I typed ih>addituon tc\and 
in amplification of the rtetga on the book ie itseifs&re morn thnri\ enough. I also skiqmed’ 





fclanson sent me a copyjjf>Kio^ iiurkin Conspiracy" that I received, appropriately 
enough, on *oril ^oolshgjps^f^. By return nail 2 thard:edjmju^^^ luck with 

it and asked hin^Sftt^didn't you tell rao you were^jrfinigon a book?" (He never did. He 
t old me lv -w a engaged, in ' rs earcn ghat no gave ne tq - uudu. Umd ua^ fur "it s 

Khave 



acadenic 1 ifn. 1 i -tola niiii that if i'd known he was working on a^booE 
Jjeen of he] p . Oru - seading it - l a tor. v i— + hnt withou*- 1 ^-;^,- a j- t i 1t i - n -o 



Before .laying it as, ids. ..un til I finished .r^Jing th< 






him! 



/ . / 

uust jacked. I therf wrote krone that Iim'tSurpi’iaed that he couldJbe^boSf 
skimpy a book ite thefe v/as^ch an abundance^ yri^jie-iSateilals f rgglj^available/ to 
him. I think it is noro^thfih conspicuous tlia^ie^fiakes no 
became available in' his aclcnowlcdgemonjts<^ 

Mg- FOIA la bo r s rtt/tirgng i i -i 




/ 



m or hoi; the. 

a3~by-^eans--&f 
v-anfe- rmati6n -l Li::t 



ty-4^uason-apaJ$s aa the Q.- Cfi f tia l / inv eattgntloas ,~Wb ~g vWnoe, l ;he~p er?oSaance of 



law enforcement offids^a-^ ^. If M a- 1 wrote" rtoesn'ir^renr&i-sent-that he di d_ 



/ 



7 



7 

iic aid, it all', t: 



his 



bln£bZ£dm^4lee&»-!-- 

/ Shis part of/the blurb is accurate. Tne hook <loea-Jo^s4aBgfc tliat 'it ■Lb/'^ni his 

original work vihzfc. only, ^as- with tif ton, the crazy theories/ converted '"±± inti alleged 
/ ' — " ’ r ' • 3 

i act _arc_M:i 
rf — 



r 

/ / 

:’ds jn eonnent and analysis for hi 



/ WlW I was almost at the yend of the 13,500 words ^5n comment 
* wrote .krone that "the last woerds" I’d rewd to . that-^eeuit as "fairly regarded as 
Melansbn’s epitaph on himself jmd his book, but he usg4 them to address mik [the House 



oistpry 



Sefenji^Uominit tee oil Aq«.cny; 
pi&tdw'ii t-T sJ-nj-ivt. 4u 



3iaati 



f' in t,t 1 r 



. own nmnnmnt-i fiT-.r--, fm fi iiiennnfitfindfil U^ 



he' never overcame the subject-matter ignorance with wi-ich, from" our corresp onden ce^ 
he began !na kind of scholarslip^ v^f^ilit/^lio' iiic^n^ oct- 
mat tnr n £ tha-o-afvms-i nnti^ ria , 

On September 10, 4984, a dozen years after my book on th ■£ King assassination, 

"Frame-T^" appeared, M wrote and asked me questions he said "I cannot find t-^this-question 

in IISGa or any of ray oooks?" (How many were there on tliis assassination that can be regarded 

as serious? Only uae: i'raue-By/f She fi^j.t question related to Stay's obtaining of a dunli- 
Alabama ju ; fr-p w\ CtMfa\sv\ 

cate drivers liceiise^and the second to where he had lived in Briiaingham. 

*] _ _ A _ 

by return nail l answered those questions and added relevant information, including 

by reference to the FBI's records I won in the lawsuit of which he knew. 

S'" When He wrote~nre on February 26, 198§. he asked, "was the shell casing ever found 

in the HIE case?/ ... I am not aware that one was ever found. " He also asked some q -estions 

hoi; theaileged murder rifle worked. (He also was conjecturing in the involvement of, 

' y 

f afteipjlit micing no for an assortment o f records I had sent him, 

cater gater K. Howard hunt's involvement in. the J5K assassination? 



V 
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Can anyone, from Helanson's own citations, check him out - make an independent judge- 
ment oi the validity of his writing, oc what he invokes his credentials to tell the country, 
including other scholars, about two of the most significant events in recent world history, 
too of the most serious and sub®er3ive crimes that turned this country around? 

0nly an expert will to take the time and who has access to the records. 

— ft 

When "The Murkin C 0 npairac^"_ appeared afc David Wrone, also J doctor of pbilos- 
opjiy in history , gsksx was aghast. He asked me to annotate and comment on it for a historical 



record. Y/hen Ic finished he had about words. 




and I have always shared the beleif that the errors and failing's of those of 



/ 

j us w ^° criticize the ^official accounts of. the political assassinations ought also be pree 
served for history and for genuine scholars of the future. 

Kelpnson sent me a copy of "T-be Murkin Consoiracy" that, appropriately enough, I 
I without having read it, 

received bn April Pool’s day. By return mail, I thanksed him, wished him xsdtix good luck 

i 

and asked him, "EWhy didn't you tell me you were working on a book." HsxdxKxnaixxeniyxxx 

'di tha at zhav±Bgznaax x i tx£xal5m xtHidxfa±x because if he had I oauld have been of more help. 

j 

He never j responsded responded. 

Whpn I had time I read it. Then David Yfrone, also a doctor of Philosophy, in historyy, 
aghast Jdmochatxhx when he read it, asked me to annotate and comment on it for history's 

Iff 

record. /There is the phrase, "I could write a book about it." About this and his later- 

A 

SL, 

appearing "Spy Saga" I made the record for history that is longer than thse books. 

These are too very small books considering their subject matter and the simply enor- 
mous amount of once-withheld government information available long before he began his 
writing. Add to this his own trveals, interviews and the rea ding of the many other books 
listed in his bibliographies and it is to wonder what he was doing when he was in the FBI 
and CIA reading rooms, how books just under 160 pages justify the claim that he read all 
those hundreds of thousands of pages and found so little in them he could say it all in 



such small volumes. 
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pick up .ath -r-urts 



( University of Tennessee Press, 1982J 

His "Urine of the Century life Kennedy assassination iron a Historian's Perspective" 
■was reviewed for zhe prestigious "Journal of American History (September, 1983!; by Jin 
Lesar , an authentic subject expert isnd a historian before he opted for the law. Kxcerpts 



iron Ms one-page review say more than enough about Kurtz, the professional historian. 

Ho began oy saying that Kurtz "disparages zhe works of barren Jinnission critics for 
their 'obvious bias' and 'lack of 'the careful analysis of objective evidence tliat charact- 



erizes the scholar. ' ./Kurtz announces 'an original interpretation based on carefully 
calculated scrutiny of the most reliable and convincing sources' and promises 'much new 
evidence'. He vows to avoid speculation because it 'is not within the roaln of the histcr- 

f 

ian. ...it there is virtually nothing of any consequence in this book that is new. With mi 
minor paints# exceptions, its valid points derive from, the very critics Kurtz deprecates. 
Pot example, Kurtz relies heavily on the work of Harold Weisberg and offers little informa- 



tion that Weisberg b a not previously revealed. ...fills book 1 .ok schol rhsip. The autlior 
makes blatant mistakes and important errors of commission. ...There are falsehoods [follow- 
ed by a partial itemization of the more flagrant untruths]" 

Kurtz 

. Of Kurtz's vow against "speculation" that lesar notes te had already broken often, 
les r cites as an example Kurtz's speculation about the wound in the President's back: 

"Kurtz asserts at an upward angle (lesar' s emphasis). ...Here he whooshes across the Uns 
separating speculation from fantasy. His assertion that' the first two floors of the 
epository were lower than the limousine at the time of the shots' requires a feat of 
levitation...." To which I add is also requires marvellous magic to raise the downhill- 
going linouis limousine to where it was 'simultaneously on the street and above the 
second storey of the building from th which the government alleges all shots were 
fired at JPK. 

Scholarship is hardly the word for Kurtz's efforts at self -promotion by denigrating 
others from whom lesar originally said he had stolen. He agreed to the nore modest languaoge 
at the suggestion of the editor. (I have the correspondence on file.) 

Howeveri#. what Kurtz did to the reputation of professional historians in the field 
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of our political assassinations is greasy kid stuff cokpared to 

Melanson' s acconplishnents in both the JiK and King assassinations. In two fell seoops 
Melanson puts both Ananias and the Grimm Brothers to shame. lie also provides an insight 
into "scholarly b publishing, publishers. His is Praeger. 

s/hon ho phoned, wrote and visivedme he p represented tliat his sole interest was 
acholarly, for his teaching. Ha . ho been truthful . : e would not liave been regarded as a 
competitor and like all others he would have had unsupervised and unrestricted access to 
everytliiug I have nd to the use of our copier. For those not able to cone here it lias 

been my practise to offer and to obtain for then the services of sHood College students 

f 

needing part-tine work. I have load no complaints about the work any of then did and one 

actually spent all of her free tine for a year searching for and copying records for a 

■prominent writer with whose beliefs and writings I strongly disagreed. 

I believe that the Freedom of Information Act makes me and all others who obtain 

government records under it surrogates for the people and thus anyone lias access to those 

- have. If I wanted ti supervise then, and I do not, I it would be physically impossible 
have been have not been able to 

for ps to do so because I m. limited in "he use of stairs and cannot stand still using 

file cabinets since September, 1980. Most of my approximately 5 60 file cabinets and all 
the boxes of records are in th ; basement, where I cannot watch those using these records. 

Had he been forthright, told me he was writing books and asked for help with and dis- 
cussed then he might have avoided thr inperishabl^self-charqacterisation in two of tile 
simply most awful books on both assassinations. Obey disgrace any writer, more so a 



learned professors who uses his academic standing as credentials .abou~.w3d.ch to boast to 

of 

promote sales, and by publication to acquire ad unjustified reputation for knowledge and 
expertise Qn sa ^j ec ^. jitter. 



T|iese may appear to the uninformed to be severe and harsh criticisms. The disagreeable 



tur truth is that these books are so atrocious, so unf actual and irrational, so absolutely 
impossible, tliey are even more misleading and misinforming precisely because Melanson does 
have the education required for his advanced degree and is a college professor. 




His morality and his ethics are the equal of his scholarship. 

He A 'd and Kurtz shared a problem: they were not able to bring a significant fact 
that had not already bean published to light® So, each, among other manifestations of 
true scholarship, merelt made a sensation up. KLeanson did not have the tons of limousine 
frying higher than a second-storey window with its wheels still on the roadways. His 
levitations were with zaalityaz epolle and executive agencies. Given their records it is 
no small accomplishment to be unfair to the FBI and the 01 A but Melanson succeeds as 
few. He has them involved in conspircies to assassinate both the President and the 
"black messiah." 

Che boasting are on the dust jackets, as in the texts. To establish Ms claim to the 

t 

work of others, on "The Murkin Conspiracy: An Investigation into the Assassination of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.," one reads, "Through extensive interviews, research and Freedom 

explained below) 

of Information Act requests (emphasis addedj, I-Ielanosn anaylzes the official investigations, 
the evidence, the performance of law enforcement officials...." On "Spy Saga: Lee Harvey 
Oslwand ans U.S. Intelligence," one learned learns that "PMlip H. Melanson, reknowned 
expert on political assassinations, examines every available record of iM FBI, Secret 
Service and CIA files on the Kennedy assassination...." 

In the Murkin Consjbir acy" he expresses Ms gratitude to "Ms. Helen Neer and her 
staff at the FBI reading room," There is no other reference to any other surce of FBI 
documents. (pp. xiii-xiv) In Spy A "Spy Saga, "Ms. Helen Neer and her staff at the FBI read- 
ing room in WasMngton,DC were effecient and accomodating during my numersous visits. The 
CIA employees why babysat me (sic) in the tiny reading room in the Rosslyn, Virginia, 
were always courteous and their curiosity about my work was a welcome break in the 
toutine." 

Mice people these, to dig up and give access to all those records to this diligent 

investigator/prof essor for Ms originaidwwork, huh? In "T^e Morkin Conpiracy" he gives 
of KURKIN records 

the volume under "Pjiblic Documents" :"Federa, Bureau of Investigation MURKIN File 
(Martin i.uther King. , Jr. Assassination Investigation) , FBI Reading Room, VfasMngton, 

D.C. (approximately 50,000 pages." (l p.197) In "Soy Sqga," However, there is no 
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citation of "'Public' Documents, Despite the appreciate expressed to the "effecient and ac 
accomodating" FBI people and that "Old employees who babysat" (a misused espionage term) 
him. Nor is there any thanks to the Secret Service. appear to be strange 

in the light of the previously quoted statement that the book "examines every available 
record hf FBI, Secret Service, and FBI files on the Kennedy assassination"? 

Well, it isn't. N 0 r is it a moment of aberrational honesty, as wel shall see. 
as he says. 

There is no single KURKIN file, of approximately 50,000 pages. EflixmsHHxa&ddusxiaxHyxxx 

MSKlNaSiiessiaxtitiBatzxxxxx The FBI' s acronym is for its investigation of that murder. 

Moreover, those 50,000 pages include many other files of which the two most voluminous 

are on the strike of the Memphis, Tennessee sanitation workers in support of whom King 
f 

was in Memphis to be assassinated there and on a group of young ii emphis blacks who had 
no formal organization yetcalled themselves after a then-piuplar TV show, "The Invaders," 
to make themselves sound more militant than they were. Mach of these files has two 
origins and there thus are four files of those record, too each from FBIHQ and M its 
Memphis field office. The KURKIN files themselves have eight origins and are eight 
separate files, like those cited above each with a different file didentification. 

• Nor is any one of those 50,000 or so pages of KURKIN and more or any one of those 
FBI, Secret S ervice or CIA records in the normal sense a "public" document", that is one 
disclosed voluntarily or under a prescribed disclosure program by the government. 

That there is no reference to this in the books that tell the reader that all is 
Melanson diligent, scholarly investigation. This is not because he did nit know. 

Over the years Chanson was often in touch with my lawyer, Jim Lesar and with me, in 
person, by phone and by mail. He knows very well, although one -would not suspect this 
from his self-glorification, that 100 percent of the records he misidentifies as 
"KURKIN" cfo from all those files is "public" over the most vigorous and persistent 
F3I resistance that first compelled me to sue it under the Freedom of Information Act 
and then required that “^esar and I persist for more than a decade of the most difficult 
and clstly litigation to complet the stonewalling FBI to disclose as much as it did, 
in C?C.a. 75-1996, in federal district court in Washington. There were also a few trips 




to the coyrt of appeajsand the setting of unmentioned precedent in it. 

When it became apparent to the FBI that I and probably others would sue over its 

failure to respond to our requests, it decided to build a backfire and make minimal 

(C.A. ) 

disclosure, of some of its FBIHSJ recorrds only. I filed suit over that and compelled it 

to give me about 90,000 of those pages and then when it refused to make other disclosrues, 

filled additional laws suit and compelled the disclosure of other record making the total 

£ 

disclosure of about :250,000 pages, tr i* -Hwtu Lsni tg thp mnst inpirtarvfc - w n vn G.A. - 7B- 
0322, for the relevant and withheld Dallas field office records, Dallas ebi being ehat 
the FVI drefers to as "pffice of origin," or "00" in abbreviation, and those of the 
New Orleans field office, C.A. 78-0420. New Orleana was virtually a second "00." That 
litigation was also stonewalled for a decade. 

Once I compel disclosure of FBI records, or those of any other ageny, or those 
disclosure of which is compelled hy any other of any agency, they thereby become 
"public." Indeed, in an effort to control their use or to frustat frustrate a Request 
not on the FBI's fafac fan^club list, the FBI has, with me, as it did in my C.A. 718-70, 
mti- offer copies of those records to others so they can be used or misused before I 
could make use of them, (cite record by file number here.) 

There was a similar situation with regard to these 50,000 pages, perhaps a few more- 
I'^e not counted them and the F3I's accountings are not consistent » Only about 20,000 of 
those pages are from what Melanson seems to be referring to - and t at there is any question 
is an indication of the character and quality of his scholarship - in citing a single 
KURKIN file, the FBIHQ file, the one to which it tries to restrict access when it can get 
away with it. 

The point here is not restricted to morals, ethics or honesty although < |hi<£ is ob- 
viously relevant and a means by which scholarship- or any other kind of writing can be 
evaluated. The point also is, is this scholarship at all? How can others, especially scholars, 
know where to look, what to try to obtain, who to ask for help or information or copies of 
records, when it is all so obscured for self— promotion and no other purpose? 




If Melanson were the inventor of speed-reading he could hardlg prepare for and teach 
his classes, go Sherlocking all ove the United States and Canada, interview all the people 
he says he interviewed and, whether or not he spent any tine with his family or doing 
anything else still have read, as represented, "every available record" of the FBI 
alone, ;eave alone the claim to have done the same with all CIA and Secret Service 
records. Moreover, they are hot all in the FBI reading room, his only given miiTfii 
means of reading them. And for those that are there he'd have had to make so many, many 
trips from South Dartmouth, Massachusetts to Washington to read them. 

Whichever is the greater offense against truth, honesty and any decent concept of 

f 

scholarship, the grim fact is that his fl books flaunt his ignorance of them. 

allegedly 

A single one of the CIA pages, all of which, remember, he EiaimsxiHxtantH read, 
destroys the entire basis of his MliHKIN CQITSBIRAOY fantasy, as will be seen below. 



Of the FOIA lawsuits against the FBI for JFK assassination records referred to above 



the most important are C.A. 78- 




were 



324 

This is why I underscored his use of "requests" to imply that those records 
made available in response to his request, when he sitas so well aware of the truth and 
when, in fact, Lesar and I had done all wo could to help him. 

Me Ians on* s representation can also mislead and frustrate serious scholars on contro- 
versial subjects by leading them to believe that all they have to do to get records from 
agencies like the FBI is "requent" them and then go to the reading room and find that 
those agencies are so anxious to be helpful they fall over themselves in transferring 
yhem to its readi public reading room. Nothing is farthur from the truth. 

f 
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(extra apace) 

How Lane got to be Hay’.; counsel gets to how hay got the defense team Lime eased 
out of representing Hay. 

I had finished writing "Fraen-Up" but was following the developments as they were 

the 

reported. James' younger brother-, Jerry, lived in Chicago area. He worked at a country 
club, where he had been sought aut by the media. It appeared that he just loved to 
have his name in the papers and himself on TV. It also seemed that he favored a woman 
TV reporter, Shari Lewis (check name and station) I wrote her asking if she would 
please put me in touch with Jerry. Soon he phoned me. 

And that is how, in addituon to the FBI's filing records on me under subversive and 

f 

foreign, intelligence and an assortment of other file classifications, I got to be in 
its bank-robbery files, too! 

Although the FBI sought the required permission to wiretap the Hay familt from 
Attorney General Ramsey Clark, about which we'll see more later, and Clark refused per- 
mission to ‘wiretap the Hays, they did tap t at phone conversation, the only possible 
source of th4 information of which I have copies from six different files (cite) 

■ It was apparent that James was getting nowhere with his lawyers of the right 
extreme in his efforts to get a trial after Percy Foreman coerced him to enter a plea of 
guilty. I gave Jerry the understanding that I believed I could arrange for James to be 
represented- by a Washington lawyer I knew who was not of the right but was a liberal, 
who was wealthy and would not expect any fee or repayment of expenses, and thus James 
asked Bernard Fensterwald, Jr., known as "Bud," to represent him. 

Before trying to make contact with Jerry but bolieging I would and could interest 
James in having lawyers other than of the right extreme, I'd spoken to Fensterwald. I’d 
met Trim when lie was counsel for the administrative Practises Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. This is the subcommittee ±kx±xkaH 2 ±ss whose responsibilities include 
the Freedom of Information Act. (He died of his first heart attack at the age of 69 on 
April 2, 1991.) When that committee's chairman was defeated for re-election, after exposing 
FBI electronic surveillances, .with Fensterwald directing the investigation. Bud entered 
private practice in 1969. 
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He was a well-educated and well— qualified lawyer. <ifi sor graduating from Harvard and 
then frou its law school he eangdda Master's degree in international law iron the 
School, dor adbanced International Slid studies of Johns Hopkins University. In 1950 
he was appointed assistant to the legal adviser of the State Department. He resigned in 
1956 to work for Senator • Estes Kefauver, of his native state of Tennessee. In his years 
at the Senate ho hold high staff posts that also included considering constitutional 
amendment , allegations of price-fixing and of the drug industry. Later, in 1975, he 
received international attention for representing Janes iicCord, who'd been a COA investi- 
gater and was one. of the Watergate-scandal burglars for the i-Iixon re-election campaign, 
the one who pulled t#e pljig with his letter of confession to Judge John Sirica. 

In 1970, when I believed that hay needed counsel who hd had no conflicting inter- 



ests, he had or established his "Committee to Investigate assassinations." 

"Hud," I asked him, would you like to be James -“arl Kay's lawyer?" 

"Sure" he x excalained, and if yo "and it you ca . get ne on the next Koa moon fig 
flight, I'd like to be on it, too." 

"That I can't promise you, " I responded, "but I think there id a hchance that I 
can get ■“■ay to ask you to represent, him. If you agree, I liave three conditions." 

"You are serious?" he asked. 

"Y s, I am, " I told him. "But forst 1 want you toa agree to three conditions. 

rr 

"What are they?" 

"first, that I am the investigator, and the only investigator." 



"OK." 

Second, that the literary rightd are mine." 
k"Agreod. " 

in "and last that wherever you see 'Hay ; I am with you." 
"That's all?" 

"Yes." 



"OK. You’ve got a deal." 

These conditions were intended, to assure that there v/ould he no conflicts of interest, 




that Hay's interests would not be subordinated to those of the CTIA, and tliat there 
would be no commercialization, Uillian Bradford Huie's earlier exploitation having 



corrupted the workings of our system of justice and put Hay w away for the rest of 
his expactable life. 

But unfortunately, this wise, learned, exceptionally intelligent mid very decent 
man never heard of a conspiracy theory he didn t love at first sight anil 3 ave for the 
fact that I was Hay's investohator, he did not keep Ids word. 

He saw Hay without me and it was not long before Hay perceived t at Bud had an 



interest in solving the crime. Ids questions telegraphed that, As Jimmy made clear to me, 

he would no nothing in his own interest that might put another in jail, 
unsuccessful 

Aft er the 1974 evidentiary hearing we did got Hay in as a necessaary step in 
gwtting 3dm the trial he never had, Lane's good friend, Donald Freed, a Hollywood writer, 
tried to make a deal with me for the movie rights to my work. He and Lane had already 
published "Executive Action," a novel for all practical purposes cribbed from a book 
arranged by the French CIA, BDECE, and it had been mtlde into a movie. The deal Freed 
offered me was guaranteed to yield nothing for me. It was a percentage of the profits. 

And as in recent years, with the case still in court as of this writing, the famed Art 
Buchwald learned in suing Paramount Pictures that a movie can gorss gross almost a 
quarter of a billion dollars and the movie -maker ' s books show that it made no pf 
pro! it at all. When I turned Freed's offer down he asked Lane to be his lawyer, accroding 
to what Jerry ay told me, and in that ostensible capacity he had his first contact with 
Jimmy. Before long he was Hay's lai/yer and Hay dismissed the only ia defense tliat had 



ever done a thing for him. 



Freed had no movie but Lane had an apology for a book, "Cide- Fame Zorro," co- 
authored with Dick Gregory. It is a book about the King assassination that has almost 
no mention of that assassination in it. B u t with the publicity that it did and with 
Gregory's fame the book sold well and got much attention, noenof it helping Hay or 
serving to inform anybody a out anything worthwhile. Unless it is worthwile to praise 
as a would-be hero / a man who had a pl£aa’X$hat-Ji^r-Titrtr^xist) that would have saved 
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king life the black policeman who was really of t .e "red" squad and was spying on King 
and all those who visited Mm at t e Lorr;dne Hotel in Memphis ,_ iiedditt. 

•aid as is so often true of Lane ' s writings and appearances, even this is not original. 
Les Payne published it earlier in Newsday, which then syndieted Payne's story. Iiedditt 
had no protective function and no plan for King' s protection. He w as there as a black 
‘‘udas and because the black community knew what he had been up to and threatened liirn 
openly when he fesgxioc was at th4 airport on king' s arrival at MempMs and because a 
Senate committee gat received an informant's report that an attempt was ma to be made to 
kill Iiedditt, he was yanked from Ms spying assignment just be ore King was killed. lie- 
moving Mm from Ms ^pie spy' s nest in the nearby firehouse also served to kasp 
deduce th4 chances of the police espionage being reported. It assuredly was anything 
but part of the conspiracy to kill king. 

as is also typical of Lane, who knows a good tMng when he sees and adopts it, he 

did not bother to check Eeditt's gabricated story out. Lane was so certain that “edditt 

WasMngton 

would appear in person at the National Press Club intor introduction of "Code-Name 
2orro" he advertised it to attract more of the press. 

I .eras there, Iiedditt wasn't. 

Oc Oscar Collier also was there, acting as Lane's literary agent. 2 Ms, rather 
surprised me because when I'd met Collier in early 1966 and he then headed Twentieth 
Century Publishing in New York, he gave me a long account of the difficulties of being 
Lane's ga agent. 1 guess that as politico make strange bedfellows, bedfellows makes 
strange politics. Thus the Collier who had condemned and castigated Lane for Ms 
conduct wMle Collier represented him in 1964 and 1965 was doing it in person when 
there was a buck in it years later. 

WOne of the tilings he had told me about Lane in condemning him is that he had gotten 
Lane and advance from Barney Ilossett, then owner of drove Press, of SI ,500 for the book 
Lane promised on the JFK a assassination. Only Lane, according to Collier, never turned 
any manuscript in and refused to return the advance. 

A Ms also explained to me why Barney Ilossett and Groove Press would not even talk to 
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as about Whitewash when I wanted, then to read .the manuscript. Burned once.... 

Lane is a nan of exceptional ability and intelligence but over the years, in penson 
and as I'^e heard, seen and watched him and read what he said and what lie wrote I learned 

that what he does is without taint of ehtics or norals.He is, to me, a great tragedy. In 

■» 

any of his many lives. 

He began as Marcus Levin, then became Mark Lane, then a Hew York State assemblyman 
and as a crusader against crookedness. ■ u y the good record he made in the; Assembly he 
made many enemies but what really caused him not to run for re-election is the opposite 
of what one would expect of the ruin Jerry Hay has for 15 years referred to as "the holy 
man. " Lane had some pictures taken that are not by traditional concept "holy. " And 
copies got out. The FBI showed them to reporters, one of whom described them to me. 

The House Select Committee on Assassinations had them and tis staff showed them to friends 
of mine. Lawyers defending Hew Orleans businessman Clay Shaw, cahrged by New Orleans 
District Attorney Jim Garrison as conspiring to kill JF£, had them and I was offered 
access to them that I declined. 

Lane was in Europe promoting his "B Hush to Judgement," a best-seller on the 
Warren Commission, when word got out of Garrison's "probe", as the Hew Orleans press 
styled that charade. He was rushing back to tell Garrison all he knew, Dane was quoted 
in the papers as saying, '“e did rush back but on netting Garrison and correctly sizing 
"the Jolly Green Gian 1 t Giant's" ego as befit his f six foot-six-inch height he 
merged to present himself as a neophyte sitting in awe and wonder at the feet of the 
master. 

He then launched on a nationwide lecture tour, taking in thousands and thousands of 
dollars exploiting his relationship with Garrison, i'oon wliat studnts in his collegiate 
audiences told me he presented himself as Garrison's spokesman while saying he wasn't. 

In these appr appearances he was described as almost having sex with the microphones. 

«.s the world turned the soap-opera life of Mark Lane turned with it rind the leftist 
politicicin of his youth became "general counsel of the Hiberty Dobby." (Spotlight ?/5/87) 

"Liberty" in this creation oi A. Willis Caeto has the rieni mening of "lovetf in the m 



mouth a of a whore 



32 



Carto is os the so-far e right extreme, as is his lobby and its publication, the 
weekly "Spotlight," he was exposed ..in a series of column by Drew Pearson who then 
owned "The Washington Merry-Go-Round column that appeared in the Washington Post, the 
New Orleans Tines-Picayune and hundreds of other papers on April 17,20 and 21, ±gx 
and May 2, 1969 as a "neo-Nazi and as publisher of the intended American "Hein Kanpf" 
by Francis Parker Yockey (right) and as founder of the "subterranean society, the 
i nCj_cj darker Yockey Movement. which had taken over the George Vallacr youth movement 
when that racist governor of Alabama was running for ±hs president on the far-right 
movement he had started. 

Carto, his "Liberty ^obby" and his "Spot,ight" are notoriously anti-Semitic along 

f 

with the exponents of other politics of the right extreme. 

As the strange world in which he lived turned and the former Marcus Levin turned 

with it and a s Carto's lawyer he also wrote for Carto' s "Upotlight," its 5, 1967 

newly-established 

issue proclaimed his becoming associate editor of Carte's anti-Israeli publication, 
Zionist Watch." 

Marcus Levin had found his homeland - with the "neo-Nazi" Carto. 

• There, as everywhere else, he also found his gravy boat. He did with '"ay, too, 
and it got him renewed natuonal and international attention. 

If there is any one thing that any competent lawyer had to know it was that for 
Pay to appear before the House Select Committee on Assassination was the equivalent of 
playjng poker with a seek stacked against him, his hands bli tied behind his back and his 
eyes blindfolded. But Hay had the strange notions , a malady that afflicts him whenever 
he has an iuportaht recision to make, that by appearing before that stackod-deck committee 
end appearing on nationwide TV he would convince the country that he was innocent. 

Congressional committees are not bound by the rule: od evidence and they could not 
function as they are intended to function as part of the legislative process if they 
were. (See Whitewash, Introduction.) They can ask any questions they want to ask, no 
nutter how prejudicial or irrelevant or incriminating or defaming - even as speeches, 
not as questions. As the more than merely Competent lawyer he is Lane knew this. But 
he also knew, that Hay y nted it very much, and that his existing defense opposed it very 




note on nention if Loo ?a yne on p. 



l./iiaa Les and I were wondng together in iienpiiis wliilo he developed his stories. 
Les made the reservations at the downtown holiday Inn. lie requested adjoining rooms. 

•ihen wo went to them they were separated by a room that had this sign on the door 
all tne tine we wore there "Out Of Order." A motel room "out of order?" Ue laughed 
and our suspcioons of eavesdropping were confirmed when at whatever time of the day 
we were in our room we heard men’s voices through the walls of the room between us and 
never heard any sound of any repair work of any kind.) 

t 
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much is obe one oi' the reasons he asked Lane to rep lace them. 

Fensterwold was then inactive but his younger associate counsel Jim -"osar, and I 
were still working, and as readers of this book will see, not without considerable sc 
success, on his behalf. But no explanation we could give Jinny, and we spent much 
time trying to open the closed mind with which he languished in jail, made^n®-^ difference . 

is Lane is tc me the enbouienent of what in my iailitary-poliee training in World 
Jar II was presented as a lawyer's maxim, "Penis eifectus scian non habet," so also is 
it with Jinny's kind when it gets hard. 

Hard and as blind, and as unthinking and uncaring 



Lane was as successful in his exploitations of the political assassination as he 

f 

was without scruple. He also distinguished himself by never being embarrassed when 
mere mortals would have been embarrassed. Vihever. the action v/as, there he moved. To 
Hew Orleans when Garrison was in the international headlines, to Memohis when he was 
commercializing his relationship with Hay, to back to Washington when the H ouse of 
Representatives established the committee I soon recognized as and referred to as "PH 
"She House Aassassins." 



• Phe work of others was always available to him for Ms use as Ms own and he so used 
it beginning with Ms first book, H"Hush to Judgeu nt." Phe extensive pre-publication 
publicity for it emphasized an appendix but when it appeared what was in the appendix 
was what should be been in the text, but including it there maaszrasetzingztyzcsanz 
zazaingzbzazzisdrrzz the costlt remaking of the pages of type already set in page forms for 
printing, changing page numbers and doing the inddx ove" again. So, he salved Ms injured 
ego but including text that he took from my W "Whitewash" and from Edward Jay Epstein's 
"Inquest fU. 0~h 

With the spectacular success of that book a sequel was a natural, so, presenting 
Mmself as one man against the entire world, he wort wrote "A. Citizen's Dissent." It 
is remarkable how unfair he. could be to the media tliat had been so generous to him when 
it gave any time to anyone other then him, claiming they discriminated against Mm. It 
is not remarkable that he sprung a trap the pixie in me set when he cribbed from me ma. 
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on. thw punches of the rilfe that in the official account was used iiccdiK to kill the 
President . (Iron Whitewash li, p. 39). 1/liat Lane uses appe. red there only and not in any 
other book. Having already experienced literary thievery I used a meaningless but yet 
not inaccurate footnote to identify my source, a Secret Service record. I cited only the 
file number of the entire Secret 'Service investigation of which this was a minuscule 
portion. So, pretending that he had not stolen it fron the only available source, lane 
provided his own pretended source, and inpossible fine: "See Index toBasic Source Materials 
in /ossession of Commission, national Archives. "(page 268) 

-f Lane had done any of the work and research he pretends to have done he’d have known 

that perhaps the greatest single impediment to scholarly examination of the Commission's 

t 

records is that there is no index to then ! What he was really referring to is what there 
is in the National archives and several of us, of whom Lane was not one, had;', been able to 
purchase xeroxes of it. It is merely a list of records provided to the Commission by 
the executive agencies, mostly the FBI. (My copy is on deposit at the University of 
Wisconsin, Stevens i J oint, Wisconsin. ) 

The Commussion&s records take up an estimated 3 200 cubic feet of space in the National 
typed 

Archives, it has stated. The list is about an inch thick. So, any reference to it tliat maez 
makes it a source for quoted lasiguage of an official report is a literary fraud, ft also 
is Lane's self- own characterization of his "scholarship," if not also of his personal 
and professional integrity. 

:ir Headers wanting to check "A Citizen's Dissent" wonBt find the cited thei tliievery 
under "Oswald" in the primitive index to the book because there is no entry relating to 
his purchase, ownership or possession of any ’weapon, rifle or pistol. There is no xs £kx 
sxsnasx±g:cisryx±sxAiagi!igxxitgaflH>tbcniix;;tkxExi;kxxx index entry under "rifle," but then why 
should there be when it was only the alleged means of Idling the President - and this is 
a Lane book? Only Lane is important in it, and portraying him as the persecutred ^ one 
hero and owner of the subject natter. 1’hia and giving others hell. Including me. and 
others he either did not like or envied. Of the several rex’e -ences to no, I note that 



on ;age 40, consistent with his claim to own the subjec matter, he gives a distorted 
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account of my publishing histy history, not surprising because my first book proceeded 
his by two years, and uses that as an excuse for repeating^anS unidetnified book an 
cindemnation of me as a "scavenger." 

“e also quotes former Commission Ciunsel Joseph Ball as dismissing me as no more 
than "a checken farmer, (page 125) r 2o this Lane added Ms owh own irrelevant concoction 
intended to convey the notion that I could not be believed in anything I said because, 
in his version, I allegedly claimed tliat helicopters fly fast enough to v reate sonic 
boom. I did not, ever, and it is, of course, an impossibility. Byt then why should fa ct 
deter Lane when he cm slur others? It never has. 

In citing criticisms of my first book by a stuffed-sMrt law profeeorr, Jarndhiix 

f 

^ohn Kaplan in an article in "The American Scholar" in pretended defnse of me Lane, 

agaiaxpntmdiiijpctha±atex2HaHs3hKsfirs±s5ni^mukc±imi±:m±riH::ap;:eaEGd:iin±ar^:csays^±ha±:!;af±er 

Kaalan.Sssartislssci’isssissa adds a note justifying this criticism, saying that I also 
thg 

"indulged" in that kind of criticism Kaplan made of me, that I "charged that a document 
was written in a 'nasty 1 style and therefore, 'if for no other reason, from its language 
alone is not worthy of credence." 

. These are some of the words - used and they are without context. In Photographic 
Whitewash," on page 91 , referring to a government campaign to destroy the credibility of 
an Associated Press reporter, Pay Jefferies, who had written about the alleged existence 
of assassination pictures avoided by the FBI - the subject natter of Photographic White- 
wash - I wrote that both the CIA and the FBI had "a vested interest" in malcing a record 
that there were no such pictures. I then wrote, "Tills is the hr thrust of the FBI's 
version of the CIA's version of what Jefferies told its agent. This document is an argument, 
not a report. It is a nasty, openly prejudiced, didputatiohs/ HggHjyicgnssgaAiKBiixx 
and if for no other reason, from its language alone not w rthy of credence. It certainly 
is not the kind of document one would prefer to represent the effort of the government to 
le .m what happened when its. former head was assassinated." 

-y point here is not defending myself from longpf orgotten and trivill xriticisms of 
ay writing of more than' two decades ago. It is rather to record what is not atypical of 




of Lane and of those who wrote sycophantic books; you can’t trust then tw be honest or fair 
even in pretended direct quotation, for they are not. Lane rarest nays t at uy criticism of 
the language of an 131 report was Unite-, to its being "nasty." This is not true. Besidees 
which, he has to be entirely ignorant of the FBI and its reports if he tliinks that they 
are not often really nasty when it want's to defame people, as it did with me often 
enough, or to undermine the credibility of what it cannot avoid mentioning, whether or 
not iarthfully — as often at does not. (Of this there will be many illustrations through- 
out later portions of this book.) 

When it does cone to nastiness, Lane is an authentic master. 







■ ' ^ed tns — Llb>nrtxcal~tIeaniLiigl"ess citation -I-haMu^ed — f or Uiw xikes — e£ — Vn n 4o n;>i;x) no laugh 

LxA^t^ ^ 

Anon « fe oa g-i ^ excoriated. Wf*s th4 British Broadcasting Company. Ho alleged it nis- 
troated him when he appeared on a panel show BBC panel show. 

ini' l.id's." 7TTr-^o ±e---.tQfl r " T ^r^-: YP( i n~t n ^.lilni p " 

-n tliose days a faKthiiig was a tenth of a cent. 

It was, literally, true, thaJ^BBCf did not give hin a farthing. 

L t gave hifo according^go the xi ew York 'fines and other public sources, i!J40,000, tlie 
hi ghest nrice iydiad^ever nnid for ' tin; ilf-h i: l.n 1.^1 masfamrtM n g when it aired the 
m ovie versi nn o fr- "Sush to JudseneiiL, " pr oduced 'by I-kiilo de iuitonlo’. 

Tliat self-pronq^tiou, one of his pretenses to owning the JFK assassination, was so 
obviously dishonest I was able to write a book-length manuscript for the historical 
record over a weekend. I titled it "k Citizen's Diss Descent." 

1'or a while he hustled with the then hustler of naked women, Lariy Flynt, publisher 
of the appropriately titled magazine "Hastier." When ^'lynt bought out the Los kngeles 
"Free Press," one; of the earliest of the offbeat publications, and decided to do a 

s. social JFK assassination edition on it he made Lane the editor and in the course of 
the wholesale and uncredited use of the work of others as Ms own all over again he 
resorted even to the use of long-outdated photo stating, fax wMch begins with a white on 
black negative, and used that to make it appear that sh what what he lifted from ny 

book "Post Ilortem" was h the r4su. result of Ms own investigative enterprise. 

In 1968 

It was a lark to write a book about the devices he e used until then in Ms self- 
promotions and the means by which he did it find with Ms subsequent career documentaing t 
documentinf then all would take additional volumes. But that is not ray purpose here, iiy 
purpose is to record Ms among other corruptionsnof fact and truth about the political 
assassinations, Ms leading role among tliose whose excesses tended to destroy the credibil- 



ity of all criticisms of the offical "solution!?" and how they were taken, especially by 
the major media, as gxn x i iic ntig confirming ties what the failed institutions of society 
had done and not done, particularly the records of the failed agencies of government. 

■ha none; od of these self— ronotional exploits was he more successful than when he 
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Of the innumerable available il..ustratIons , particularly in his second book, Z "a 
Citizen’s Dissent" (Hold Rinehart and Winston, If. I. ) i select one because it typifies 
Lane and is a fair illustration of the depdenco that can be placed in anything he says. 

It's chapter, ! "a. World Bhemiere (pp. 58-71 ) is his s assault on the British broad- 
casting Corporation. It is, despite Lane's contrary pretenses, completely independent 
of British government. Yet he pr portrayed it as the noice of the government, then Labof/ 
and said that it supported the Warren Commission because its economy was "entirely 
dependent upon the United States. Referring to the Labof government, he then wrote, 

"The Socialist government, indeed. Lenin must be twirling in his tomb."(pp7-71 ) 

BSC News has always.^ enjoyed the world-wide reputation for fairness and impartiality, 
and for its independence and its exercise of this independence. 

Most of the major media, especially in the United states, has supported the official 
accounts of the assassination and the panel with which Lane appeared was loaded against h 
him, but tills is hardly news. It was the common practise. Only as he wrote this book to 
have it believed that he alone did all the work when in fact his f irstb book was dated 
before it appeared, feat and that he also bore the burden and the bause. 

The chapter's title comes from BBC's purchase of the right to air the film Emile 

de Antonion made making a hero of lane. As lane himself wrote (pp. 59-60), "T^e film's 

director, Emile de Antonio, bore the burden of the original negotiations with BBC officials. 

He told me that the BBC had agreed to show the film January 29 ( 1 [ 1 967] and that it 
a 

would be followed by general discussion in which it was hoped that I would participate. I 
agreed at once." 

What is mi sing from Lane's account is what BBC paid . kmxsigsxtksccxigk 

Instead he tells the reader that his appearance was at the "sacrifice" of both "tine" 
and "money.") (page 61 ) Heaping further ad ass Heaping more ashes onhimself and more fire 
on BBC he claims it was not "financially rewarding" because " 1 was not paid a farthing." 

In those days a 'farthing was worth a tenth of a penny, so little it was later abandoned. 

■"■his is vintage Lane, to tell a big lie with a literal truth. 

What lie was really paid by BBC was the largest fee it had ever paid for any such 
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prod ction or rights, for those days a large sun. According to the New York 1’ines ( 

) he was paid 04' .90 0 340,000. 

3o, it is true that Lsine did not get "a farthing.” He go t 40,000,000 farthings. 



f 





Incredible as it may seen for so experienced andd able a lawyer, Lane actually - and 



I mean tMs literally - used a story from the National Enqyirer as a Hay defense! 

The story was made up b y Renfro Hays , a part-time insurance in- 

vestigator, to make a fou bucks and because, as he told ne in an interview he was anxious 

for it to check out to waste the F3I' 

for ne to tape and I did tape, he particularly enjoyed making up stories - tHxssndicthsxkXl^; 
Hays told ne 

time.MsxKxxd this was his way of getting even with it for itt it its alleged harassing 



ment. 



The comniittee had great fun producing lives witnesses to prove, again on coast-to- 
coast TV, that tlds Ray defense, that he was at a particular gas station when Dr. King 

f 

was killed, was false and was fabricated by the undependable Hays. Snd .it raade a great 
point kf the National Enquirer as the provider of Ray's defense and by this additional 
force-feeding from Lane nade Ray appear to be entirely untruthful and guilty of the crime. 
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produced Janes Earl Ray for nationally-televised exploitation by the House Aasssassins, 
whose concept of investigating the Ring assassination was, in the words of one of its 

staff counsel, Ozer, blurted out to Jin Lesar before Lane eased Lesar out, 

"to prove Ray was guilty." 

aside from the fact that there wa no way in -which Ray could support naything he 
wanted to say to the committee and no way. in which z± he or Lane could limit the loaded 
questions the connittee would askn there is the fact that Lane has a successful career or 
substituting words, which he uses skillfully and effectively, for work in developing fact. 



I/MPaI its 

V/hen that connitee pulled perhaps its dirtiest trick on the already-gulled victim 



f , . 

producing for live testimony Alexander Eist (right;, who claimed to have been one of Ray's 
guards after he was captured in England and that i^ay had confss confessed to him. Lane was 
not with his coient. He was out of the hearing room, on the phone. 

If Lane had not found that developing fact to defend his client cost time and. effort 
he could have had access to what. I had already forced the FBI to disclose to me about Ray's 
emprisonmentnin England, the FBI's own records that proved Eist made the whole thing up. 
Later 1 gav • Jimmy copies of those records but there was no way of undoing the damage 
Lane arranged to be done to him by producing him before the House assassins so they 
could both be on coast-to-coast IV for the tn entire time Ray was a witness, qyite a long 
time on the tube. (VCheck the hearings and provide the days, gy date) 

On his part, Jimmy likes, trusts and respects anyone who damns the FBI. We've had 
intermittent communication in the ensuin, :g decs almost decade and a half and he ho has not 
yet reflected a glimmer of understanding of the ruinous consequences to him of Lane's 
producing him for the eima committee to make a public spectacle of him before the entire 
nation and the world. 

And I never hear from Jerry, as it happens I heard when he phoned me while I was wri 
writing these very words, to tell me that Jimmy had been shifted ffom one jail to another 
again, without Jerry still respectfully and admiringly referring to Cane as "the holy man." 

(Note to editor- all the foregoing can be documented from ny files except fof the 
phone call from Jerry Ray Ray to which rl refer above. ~t was on Sunday, April 7, 1591 
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Profeasor David Krone, History Department, u niversity of Uisconsin, Stevens *oint, Wis- 
consin, lias rhe only copy of the manuscript "A Citizen's Descent.'// See separate listing 



of documentation to be retrieved.; 

extra 



gssstza sz ispacez 
space 



Lane xs not alone of those who sought hay out and led liin to believe they 



hi i 



defenders. - J J)illxps ilelanson, Pd PhD, professors of political science at Southeastern 

. Massachusetts University, and "chaxr" o± its -iobort P. Kennedy Aasassination Archives, 

wit out ever dd addressinr or assessing the evidence said to prove hay guilty, wrote 

"The Kurkin Conspiracy" on the assumption that he was, in f ct, the King assassin. ( 

(praeger, New York, 1989; 

t 

The subtitle of this book is "WAn Investigation into rhe Assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther long, Jr." It is no such thing. liather is it the ego-trip ring of another 



of those seeking to stake out a claim to own the subg edt-matter of political assassina- 
tions tlisjt entirely ignores the crime itself and pretends to h#ve established the existence 
of a CIA conspiracy to kill King by a coekananie theory that would be hard to credit 



in a cheap and hasty spook novel. 

• Kelanson, the like Dr. Michael Kurtz, the professional historian of Southeastern 
Louisiana ^university, has authentic credentials as a scholar. The both have doctor of 
philosophy degrees. Each in his own way proves that as war is too important to trust to 
the generals, so also is history too important to trust to the historians and political 
sceintists/ 

To describe these t wo autheic scholars as no more than stupid and ignorant is to 
As will become apparent, it is ±Hxp a kindness, 
praise them. /They are both, howveever, stupid and ignorant. 

They illistrate a truism^ there is no education for common sense and no degrees 

r c .r are given in it. 

It cannot be over-emphasized: the political assassinations are turning-points in our 

history and political life. It is the obligation of the acholars to record this history. 

Hot to polish it and shine it up. Not to invent it, or to imagine it, or to misrepresent 

who wrote books 

it in anywa way. hut the pimliwhad scholars also have failed us. 
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A feu scholars who have not yet published books on these assassination are the 
exception, "hey represent and they serve true scholarship, -hey teach courses in the 
assassinations not as whodunits but a3 politics, as history, as they influenced the 
nation's life, as what the represent. These are responsible scholars and they represent 
what scholarship should be. 

Dr. David Wrone, professor of history at the -University of Wisconsin, StevensP&pint, 
Point, Wisconsin, co-author of the only scholarly bibliography on the subject (" 

Greenwood Cobneciicut) , when he first started teaching this 

course, found it so popular a linit had to be placed on those who could sign up for it. 

f 

iThe first tine he offered it there were about 2 150 students plus several factulty members 
including those Army officers who taught ROTC . ) 

Dr. Gerald McKnight , professor of histort at u ood College, in Frederick , Maryland, 

..here I live, has taught his courses with such undeviatingly faithful adherence to the 
standards of real scholarship that 1 can't remember a isngle time at any of the seminars 
I have conducted for each class that a single nutty question was asked. The is really saying 
quite a bit about him, his s udents a d what they have learned from the course because 
no seminar has lasted less than two hours and mm the longest ran almost six hours! This 
is also a reflection of what is supported by letters to no from many thousands of 
strangers J the nation cares, the people were and remain troubled, and they yearn for 
truth, to know what really happened and why, and to better understand the society in 
wheih they live. 

Dr. Gerlad Ginocchio (right), professor of sociology at Wofford College, Spartan- 
burg, South Carolina, is also its teaches ±±s criminology there. The reaction of his 
students is like tliat of Wrone's and ilcKnight' s. His also is not a "snap" course. That 

it is a serious approach, without the glitzy conspiracy theorizing, reflects his and his 

our 

institution's genuine clcncem. for teaching history as it really was, not as soneone 
dreams it is or seeis a pot of gold at the end of his making it up. 

hus far Kurtz has limited himself, at least his oubloshed self, the to the JFK 

X. - 

assassination, so we that much much for which to be grateful. 
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The subtitle o The MURK® Conspiracy" is "O&n Investigation into the assassination 
of Dr. Martin uuther Kin, Jr." How does a real scholar investigate this assassination? 

By assuming the guilt of the lone accused. Does not anything that can reasonable be 
called an investigation have to begin with who the assassin was? Or, if the offical 
account is accepted by the scholar, is he not required, by simple honesty if not real 
scholarship, to validate the official account that he merely assumes is correct? 

Melanson does not 

Was there any reason for a scholar to .have any doubt at all about Hay's guilt 

that i '*elanson found it safer and easier to assume, and if there were, should he have 
f 

informed hi3 readers of it and assessd it? Should he have provided this information to 
other scholars and the reading public in general? Under traditional concepts and standards 
of scholarship, he should have 0 He knew Jim hesar and me well! and was regularly in touch 
with us. knew there had been those too weeks of evidentiary hearing centering around 
the question of guilt or innocence.. He could have read or obtained copies of 
those two weeks of hearings. 

. % didn't. 

He had my Frame-Up," which from the piblic domain raised the most substantial questions 
of Hay's guilt. But it was bothe easier ans safer not to antagonise the FBI and if he 
had not assumed Ray's guilt there would have been no basis at all for his fantasy 
solidified in type and dubbed "scholarship'' and "an investigation." 

He knew that Lesar and I had developed and presented the evidence and that Jt was the only 
time such evidence had been safe presented to an American court and subjected to cross-exami- 
nation under the rules of evidence. He knew the had and he could have had the transcript! 
of those hearings and the dcouments introduced into evidence, as the reader will see, that 
evidence exculpated Ray. Perhaps this is the reason Melanson avpided them or even mention 
of them in his supposed work of scholarship; he would have found it more difficult to base 
his book on ~he mere prseumption of Hay's guilt rather than a smidgeon of proof of it. 
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to evolve a statue but books can just be made up. 

exvraspace 

One critic who managed to combine the two , making Ids book his ,-sts±1f 
/ j 

statue to himaelf , is BavudLifton. 




tU<U Ij/ufa 



'J jm~fj & 

iiodestyy, he titled Ms /book "Best Evidence" and it is - it/ 750 pages of the best 
evidence published by others over the previous 25 years. The books consists ateest 
e ntirel y of this, with Ids painstking and detailed explanation of ho,U- he and he alone 
"discovered," a word.^he favors, what had been published earlier, to which he added a 
daring theory he presents as fact and is and to his knowledge was known to be impossible; 
that the President's corpse was stolen and altered before it reached the autopsy table at 
the -uethesda Haval Hospital. . 

Conspiracies and theories being merchantable by then, his publisher having arranged 

-£* , „ l/V\, 

i or expensive promotions anu advertising =ad his expertise in self -promotion and nairing 
the untrue appear to be true, the book was a big success. 

Tne bigger the success of^such^w ork s^ the'^bre the people are misinformed and inis- 
l.ed •fee beneficiaries are those /whohave something to hide, particularly the FBI. It 



F^\ ico Cij- V, i tu lU. 

Iwu-cb. 7 k ( <■) JLl4.Ja o : 
had; no trouble 'oei enmng itseHTby its usual practise in its 
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s records I^Se s e en 7 |7T( ; le o t ihg 

the steps in Ms corpse-kidnapping theory and - a^»"bne by one showing th«t it was all a 

fiction, all impossible. UrUO /I'V /yk< tv d*‘ fit iS , &T . Il-H-l-c 4<-t£'h 

< 1 t — ^ fir Q/ 0 ** 

His retire sentation of fncv that is., not fact and is untenable theory, involves a \,// . /// 
<4 M -iT '.n- j-Hl /f-tigO w cuhJ J'f/flt c-u- *> /u.-ejj& sJ&L vfi ' ' r - 

monster conspiracy involving# many government agencies.r7i'har hereally believed from the 

1 ______ 

lirsv and told me is that the real eMef conspirator was the obvious initial beneficiary 
Ulc£- PtSF/bSHT 

of the assassination, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

> 'i , 

In the late spring or early summer of 1966, after he read Whitewash, he phoned me 

U C'O CwcjjJUt 

in great excitement. He was then a graduate student at UCIii. He jsoen abandoned his hopes 
pSr for the subza degree he was working on said devoted himself to his theory that remains, 
basically, what he tried to convince 
bluntly than in Ms book. 



,?7] jaJsi4-VY' esppe£p.,p-/ti; Vj - 

me to , believS^i oaiy' fisTpit it, differently s 



and more 



■i: he expounded- what he did not refer to as a theory but as unquestionable fact I 



wondered if lie was sane. It was so far out that wMle he was talking, and he’talkea ¥or 
qMte some time, I decided to_ '.ape it. It today is filed in a jumble of tapes I hade for 
Mstory, of - the. uninspired reaction to the first book on vhe Warren Commission. 

Later, after I'd heard often that he taped all his conversations, I taped some of 



Ms later calls as soon as - knew he was the caller. 

A 




.'Cti.uX' 1,/vvvwc^^y r ci zt 

fyxxrux-K vision*— i o v which in .that- lo mr ca ll he— h-.*rf qnri nondn .ri n p p-r-p nf, is 

that the large construction corporation tiiai had always supported Johnson politically and 

financially, had Made the assassination pos sible. , dirUM -rVU*\ 

^ <1 GcUlcu 

How? By secretly digging; a system of tunnels t hroug hout Healey Plaza ^ die taSced — " 

about ovher things when Z asked him how they could have dug all those tunnels unseeen in 
the heart of -.a large city. It just happened. Unseen. 



(J-VM 



y 



Hven more mystifying was his£ statement that despite pruparl -frown vR oot's 

f cx4- — . 

preparing for a Jean Valjean kind of assassination, v «sd I ia± f thereafter referred to this 

cxx-r* at. r/: I 

a lt h o ug h -fa b newr - ebbuused .it, was - 

• Vl - a — . • 4 ’jt&AMvJo OylLu- A 

-- xii these uaaknwon to~ahyone— but 

1 



,/L. Ct-lsVHff fkj. cy g/p - Yli? clxfrA 

and its_ variants, one of which is not impossible^ a 

l .l ' lL 2— ' A /u-iwwa (yyu.ff ■, 

nis firm {insistence that the President was not killed from these uaaknwon to—ahyo 

I . J « 

hia- tnnne ls -»-/£e was kilod from a tree. Hot just an ordinary tree, a papier mache treat. 
"Why does it not show in the many pictures?" I asked him. 

"They removed}* it at night," he explained. 

Ho never did explain how the assassin was supported by papier ttahe mache or how he 
avoided being seen. jj-S 1 cLid 

It -here lad- b een only one place in the entire world that was not without people 
the night President Kennedy was assassinated.it was Healey Plaaa. Mourning people came 
and went and many deposited bouquetsof flowers M-ti J&ti ■ 



Tliis is is the beginning of what it takes to make a best-seller on the JFK assassi- 



nation. 



4^* ■?—'/ h ' l °y tH-T ^ 

He embellished*’^; with ya gr*iat pesonal discovery, a discovery for which he was 

5 OxitiHu, & htS ‘‘cji UfVinj" 



still, although by then with slight hesitation stx-LlJs 



cjl 

kB ^. -- ered± t on one of the proliferated 



pseudo-new3 TV shows in early 1991* wMeh I happened to see because^ advjmce puffery Her 
t hat - show did not mention him. It told viewers that only Marina Oswald, the alleged , m 
assassins widow, would be on it. She was., M*/- long enough to justify the puffery*H8» 
res±_uas-all' Lifton. 

Me trusted only some of the critics with his great discovery, swearing all to strict 
confidence never knew any not to, keep.b*'* 1 '^ ix * u j^yjb- 



~jr JfuJ cx iwti~ cUa-**isC(tL L4- ;l ,rf(u.< ppan- 

,«ass-±s jjaa_ao re -o f h isJa eote- hi&— td ieeoveayk-af a report by two FBI agents bvfhotjk V, O ' 
SkM-'' ,, --fki - ° J^JT- 

{met" air Force One when it landed at Andrews army airbase in suburban Washington and ■ ' 

d CJ ' 

remained with the corpse at the Mavy hospital until after it was deiivereo^5cTT±B -fin. 
ilAucA 

funeral home that prepared it for burial. 

•i ‘i 

There are several ways in which he could have made this sensational discovery buy 
none is pesona J,. 

- i 

His discovery was of such transcendental importance that with 750 pages lie did 
not include it in his book, as I had, in facsimile, years earlier, in Post Mortem {pp S3/ ~ C) 
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The actuality is that countless xeroxes of tliis Sibert-O' Neill Fill report were 

distribut'd beginning in Juno, 1966, by Viking, to publicize Edward Epstein's book, 

"Inquest," in which it also does not appear!. 

Sylvia Meagher had pruisox npstein s book, so when Viking's publicist, ■‘■on Ger— 

<m s' 

vasi, asked no to help hi/Epatein having declined to do any such work on hi.; own book, 

I kOld him ho.; to get a copy of this and other such reports, where they were available 
at the national Srchives. 

lift on, then living on Dorothy Street, in La.; Angeles, could have nade his groat 
personal dxxEHxaiqt vfasliington discovery earlier, by getting a copy fron his friend Paul 
L-och, then a doctoral candidate at the Universoty of Galifornia in Berkeley, In May, 

I960, I met Hoch at the National archives and"£F~told him about this roootf - and where it 

{fp-cli 

was filed, se-fer got a copy then. ' , 

i. 1 P to- "Jr c iyU-ji 

Whether he "discovered" this national-publicized report in the presfHTfor through 

getting a copy from xi oeh, he buolt a theory on it that soon became fact in his mind and 

. S Li t M ufj 

later in his book^-shat wound be difficult to believe if i t e go oare d in a novel - that the 

President's body,, which was never unattended by those close to him, was stolen, Lifton 

is unclear on whether this heppened on Sir Force one, which he suggests, or when the casket 

was renoved at Andrews field. U*- l-efh, 

r U-tu-xi 

-j'he-g&jho sa P s > it was xsaagaS snuchf off the side of the plane away fron the lighting 

for the TV cameras. One of his sources is William Manchester's bpok,"Ihe Death of a 
. o , a J eJ3-ir'V(~ fate fh^r 

President," but Lifton does not quote Manchester *£> AC WICE^ODV* ) ) i 3,000 people close 

• v ^ 

to that side, none of wnou ever/ reported Lii'ton 1 s theft of the corpse. 

ihcn, according to i>ix.ton, it was secretly, entirely unseen by all the many ooople.7" t/ : 
Ca+lMUl*. A-favk/su') , WW wl hdff-J r+f Uttcd x J 

around that-plaae-y—wjte- — taken - to "a second helicopter, the first be ing there to fcike 
,, L'tf't'W /UicrS° c-tf ('rmiif l 

the new President away. He cites as a source the Military District of Washington J) So, I 

There the 

guard and flew 

it to Andrews before AIM landed. Robert Kennedy was firs f ^ op. the plane, again according 

to Lifton' s oouce, Manchester, rre r«shedr-on it as soon as the pilotYs door was opened and 

tnen rushed to the casket. Obviously, it wa£ not possible to have removed the corpse 
[a$n£d «fu»v > , ’ --c^^ui iSif 

iron the casket and gotten it of r. the plane unseen before Robert was there .-Snti without 

atsrwof this being seen by President Kennedy's own friends and as"sociates who wereS^tlrtrfeC 

ihere was, according to the KDH ' s contemporaneous accounts, some difficulty getting 

the casket to where it could be removed mechanically. The removal was recorded by and hr 

fl\ (bt /£-*«£, fLji 

telecast by the TV networks. The Honor guard, helped get the casket off tle-piane . JSipty 

fl; 

according to Liiton. no then says f at tliis second helicopter flew the stolen corpse to 

Walter Rood Army hospital in Northwest Wasninggon Washington. There it aoparently landed 

CitjAir*. £uM II 

entirely unseen. There the conspiring <j?ny removed the corpse, again entire! v uneen, took 
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it into the ho s pi ta ^_a±aJJ_nms5^» sand there the body wan altered* ho - anyG ? There is 
no way of fcwnong- hoe many array and Walter ftjeod personnel of all levels had to have had 
knowledge of this, but like those 3,000 people looking at C 'the side of the plane fron which 

bee * silent since,, sa y ing- noW ^Zth^ughout 

two and a half dacades of controversy. 

In writing this, Litton had the MLW a refords. They state that as soon as the 
casket was placed in the ambulance sent to receive it, that chopper, an H21 , flew the 
l^ior guard to the /j?ethes.a ITavy Hospital to be~35e there before zhe'^coT^se’ arrived. //- Uy£U) 

Chat the KDW reports as fact tS* by itself disproves Lifton's fast. conversion £ksse 
of untenable theory into fact Jto he did not tell liis readers what he learned fron the 
EIDW records Aw> . 

ffa did teli uhen tliat a mysterious second ambuJLmce was also at the air field. But 
he did not tell tlviu x^the^re^. in his *»« source. Manchester. Manchester reported that 
along -with a cardiologisfit was sent fron feafc* %Mt President ^ohnson^a^&sfeadx 



cardiologist, 



f caret 



crok Ai *->i 

:1 he alt 



night have another- heart attack. 

f-try^S 

Lifton says tliat the corpse, already aijfete^ed at Walter £eod hospital, was then 

taken by this mysterious anbulance so the llavy hospital. There , he says,, Knessn, itiaass 
bfe. A 

entered through 4 backdate in the high chain^link fence. 

r i . . 

J-liio is where he really heeded a helciopter! according to ray friend and neighbor, 

wr. Russell /fadison, then ass±gH2dx±ffiadinixhtKi5iixx a colonel assigned to a research 

project at tliat hospital, that gate was locked and the guard removed as kskeex part of the 

# tfavy's crowd-control , as soon s the navy knew the corpse would be coming there. Dr. 

M Q.ctiO't-yy ‘ 

-4isoii s pre sonal knowledge bee.. .use uha~ Is "the gaire he used nightly In g^ng hone and 

that is the one night he could not use it. There was not even a gaurd at the locked gate 

so that no admiral could pull rani: on a sailor and demand thar he open it. 



The few words of the.J>ibort- J O’lleill i-sepni report on vliich Lifton + s entire theory 
• -> , . AM&fa iT-lP'J 

is based are on its lourtn page, it reports "surgery of the head area." Wnatever those P/3/ 
agents may have meant, and later they g$ve details of the fatal head wound, there was no 
surgery of the head areas j^he agents have since said tliat this was an error, and, tliat is 
not only understandable from the intense emotional stress and from iaynan reporting what 
doctors said, there are other errors in thrs^report. Beginning x n its first" sentence, 

Bate ior the assassination, -t also doe^Aot lisv ail tnose present 



although it says it .did. 






let - ro-pOT’-y: tlv: tbnf ni l linnOrT 



ry -p e gsomiol -^tere 



to tne-gnarrieri a t a pst --- o nfr The agents arc human and they made mistakes, 4 
only one of which -“if ton seized upon. 

-JiitaV's account quotes a sailor, haul K. O' Con. .or as saying tliat the ckrpse was 
. ' U y a hJ 1 nMr-. 'fh/S / ncCu <J&) 

m a bony bag, and he builds much on what O'Connor tolxTirrm^- u-neiudifig tliat the corpse 

was not in the commercial casket in which it had been placed in Dallas, and tliat it was 

b.ut was in a^ouy^Sag 

0 




Kilf ton’ s agent was Peter Shfeppard of thr Harold Oder agency, r^ssiblo it is only 



coincidence that the nan in charge of the Ci&( a illegal domestic intelligence activities - 

<Juy\JL^ '\ U‘vu&^ A-f&U 

its spyong on American, including me - was named Harold Obeiv^ifc the aidst-of. the'HgAJ, 1 
C-vTlA^ 

pretended reforms after exposure, of its unpunished illegal activities in targeting on 
americans Harold Ober and iris staff were let go by the 01 A. Hut not very far. Quietly 
they were reassigned to another spookery that also targets on Americans, the National 
Security Agency, along with his Ola staff. 
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Ifow we get to the reason Lifton did not reproduce tfes Sibert-O’Heill report tliat 
<a.w t- 

i> his groat discovery in so large a book. In ohe very paragraph from which he quotes 

... . ‘ , , . , . , ( ffu**. U1A 

tncj.r error about the non— exrstui.; surgery oi t ho head area^ they begin by stating xhai 
what they saw when they helped remove the body from the casket, tliat it was "thd casket in 

-t-yWh .$> tJttiU 

which it had been transcported, "f hot tne c r.sket ox' the Lif ton-0 (Connor invention of a 

% -n — 

S&i. Grj. ©asket. — t was not in a 01 body bag, out " the complete body was wrap ped in a sheet." 

✓h* uc~h - — ■ 

SHdxtkaxhHHiaxarHax There is more to tints series of indentions eoncote^ : into a best— 
seller but._£ include^ one^jaere. 

Lifron phoned me after his book was- out. Wanting to avoid th. . inevitable argument 

with specifics he would not be able to accept, 1 content nyself with telling him that 

his~r£S§iEr-tirae reconstruction did not include the ti mcTtaikEH required for the 

jryoi,- 

taking of the autopsy photographs and X-rays, tine that include moving the body into 
various positions aihunber of times. He assured me it~55£ his account does provide 
for that time. 

"How?" I asked him. 

"THe autopsy did not begin until 11 jb.n." he replied. 
i> according to all records . ,C\ , , 

Because Tthxs is aoout tne tine t(i ended and was turned over to the Gawler's 
f une V7il-home personnel, I asked him. how he knew that. 

"Lbersole told me," he said. John H. Ebe.-sole was th^? radiologist. 



iiagic, mystery and myth, an imaginative agent, an xswhtt 

Plx / /Pint' -fpJbt* ytyc 



an xiixing author willing to do what is 



unquestioning publisher. 



cessary, and thus a bestseller tliat in its 



original $ harback isasssEsacng publication, auk in its paperback repri tings and in a leter 



best-soiling videocasette wsre deceived and misled 



to believe that theiy was an enormous 

P^ii-UO 



conspiracy inside the government, of hundreds kf not thousands jot cn np t-in^ the thousands 

Cnkiy) LiAsv'ttwt nit 



whe-kaii 



-tewth-and. preserver: perpetual silence 



[o Lt-p-hn 
etbtt%-iafel«ding— tS 



Pkrx Hi cXuOH- ' 



the arrays the navy, hnd 



the Secret ^Kr^ce^ftj^ssassinate the President, uP&h /huJjb PH Ah .-J-i 

Lifton was careful to avoid any criticism of the PBI. He knew it reacts. Long before 

"Ha 

fe±-H-x%tHsk he 2 rewrote it first-person there was extensive public disclosure of what the 
PBI does to and about those who criticize it. 2"^/ 
ext ra apace 

Our society' tends to accept advance^ degrees as certification of actual scholarship. 
B u t as war, it too important to trust to the generals, so is ou hr history too irtpertant to 
trust to scholars. Their careers and reputation are' sgi enhanced by publication, whether or 
not there finances tire with it. Two with PhD's disgraced their professions along with them- 
selves with some of the most abominal and' in- plain language, just plain stupid books of 
the many that rewrite history and mislead and misinform the people.^-rwY”"'^ 

l>r. Wichael Hurtz is professor of history at Southeastern Louisiana State University. 
_ , * *2— 
zzzjszs His "Urine of the Century" (Knoxville: Universe ty of Tennessee Press, 1 982 ) was 
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Crime of the Century: The Kennedy Assassination from a Historian's Per- 
spective. By Michael L. Kurtz. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 
1982. xi + 291 pp. Maps, illustrations, notes, bibliography, and index. 
$17.50.) 

In Crime of the Century Michael L. Kurtz laments that "professional 
scholars" have neglected the assassination of President John F. Kennedy; he 
also disparages the works of Warren Commission critics for their "obvious 
bias" and lack of "the careful analysis of objective evidence that characterizes 
the scholar." Having set the stage for his own entry, Kurtz announces "an 
original interpretation based on carefully calculated scrutiny of the most 
reliable and convincing scources" and promises “much new evidence." He 
vows to aviBid speculation because it "is not within the realm of the 
historian." 

Kurtz concludes from his examination of the evidence that there clearly was 
a conspiracy to kill Kennedy and that the probes of the Warren Commission 
and the House Select Committee on Asssassinations were seriously flawed. 
Although these conclusions cannot be faulted, there is virtually nothing of any 
consequence in this book that is new. With minor exceptions, its valid points 
derive from the very critics Kurtz deprecates. For example, Kurtz relies heavily 
on the work of Harold Weisberg and offers little information that Weisberg has 
not previously revealed. 

This book lacks scholarship. The author makes blatant factual mistakes and 
important errors of omission: Mark Lane's Rush to Judgment (1966) is not the 
first book on the subject; the wounding of James Tague is totally ignored. 
There are falsehoods: the Warren Commission was not "(u)naware of the FBI’s 
real attitude toward it"; to the contrary, its members stated in their secret 
sessions that the FBI "would like to have us fold up and quit," and they also 
asserted that the FBI had concluded that Oswald was the lone assassin without 
having "run out all kinds of leads.” Kurtz relies on commission testimony by 
an FBI agent contradicted by FBI records and on the results of tests performed 
for the House committee on evidentiary items inexplicably different in size, 
shape, and weight from the original FBI specimens without evincing any 
awareness of the discrepancies. The book's footnotes retard rather than 
advance scholarship: they generally do not support the assertions made in the 
text, nor do they identify with requisite specificity the materials cited. 

In his last chapter Kurtz forgoes his vow against speculation— already 
broken — and reconstructs the assassination. He hypothesizes that a shot that 
hit Kennedy in the back — he asserts at an upward angle — was fired from the 
second floor of the Texas School Book Depository Building. Here he whooshes 
across the line separating speculation from fantasy. His assertion that "the 
first two floors of the Depository were lower than the limousine at the time of 
the shots" requires a feat of levitation that is neither recorded on any film of 
the assassination nor testified to by any eyewitness. 

Kurtz rightly calls attention to the need for professional historians to 
appraise the assassination of President Kennedy and the official investigations 
into the crime. Unfortunately, this book does not measure up to the demands 
of that gargantuan task. 

Washington, D.C. 



James H. Lesar 




Carto, of tlie so-called American Liberty ^eegae and the ultra -4nd racist jt weekly The 
Spotlight. Lane begn his adult life as a nan of the left. With Carto he was associated 
with a man so far to the right he had years earlier published what was expected to be the 

1 1 .1 Z hrf 

American Lein hiaiap-j), "fi ^peritm^-by -ffrancls (check file) YockeyS/l’he publicity Lane got 

as Say's lawyer was not a financial lei- liability to him.) 

The failures of the media in the King assassination began with the intrusion of a 

wealthy, well-known and egomaniacal writer, William Bradford Huie.and-as these fihlurss 

'-r' S' 2 

continued without ever ending they were magnified by the FBI's, successful use of elements 

of the major media and well-known writers in its sub roas rosa propaganda campaign to 
i Ut if Urto trh ^// gj,^ ...... 27 A 1 

lead the country to fpIieVffliefore he was in court^ that Ray way guilty. Without Huie's 

intrusion into the processes of justice all would have been different T at-ihe_outse%. 

There was, as the reader will soon see, no case against Kay at al.l. Huie paid Hanes 

d 50, 000 for the rights to Ray and his story and then gave an additional £10,000 to 

Foreman for them. As we will see, Hhie actually believe that in not giving Ray a penny 

and in buying his lawyers he actually had bought Ray's confession of guilt, huie went 

to Memphis , as is set forth in greater detail in this book, when he did rurfc have to and, 

with Foreman's assent, actually gave this testimony to the grand jury sitting on the 

Ray caee. 

When a write can buy the rights to "justice" abd lay a "defense" lawyer for those 
rights in any major crime, the system of justice is itself corrupted. 

If iky had not begun with a lawyer so afr to the right he quit the FBI because he 
bleieved it was too liberal, and followed him with the unscrupulous Foreman - if Ray had 
wound up with a la young lawyer just out of college but abel and willing to work, he 
would not have gobe to jail and the government, particularly the Bepartnent of Justice a 
qnd its FBI, would have been in a terrible mess, immersed in a major scandal and with 
this great crime unsolved. 

•‘•nstead he had .lawyers who feave the FBI all that Ray gave them to give Huie. in 
return, the FBI was contemptuous of Huie and wihgld have nothing to do w.ith him. All 

XL 

uie wanted in return for helping the Ray prosecution was a picture of Ray in jail for 
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for his hook and magazine writing and the Phi ignored that and Huie didn p t get it. 

H uie is not alone among well-known writers who with and without reward from it, 
hut not in any instance without any reward at all, did the FBI's dirty work for it. and 
thereby corrupted or helped corrupt the already corrupted system of justice. 

The FBI has a stable of these literary whores, as we shall see, and it uses them 
effectively. 

In the King case the most effective of them was the respected Jeremiah O'Leary, then 

a staff reporter for The Washington Star and a contributor to The Readers Digest. The 

since-defunct Star was then a conservative afternoon paper, hyy Moffift*# 

It am’ the Digest, wijpich had an enormous circulation within the United States and a number 

of foreign editions, were much liked by ^oover O'Leary wrote an FBI* inspired article for 
It 

the iigest.tkai got exceptionally wide attention, was reported as news in the papers.lt 
almost 

siza accomplished an FBI purpose, of avoidinf a trial. It was so prejudicial and the 

attention to it was so great it did convince Ray that he could not and would not get a 

fair trial. That, as we shall also see in greater detail, prompted him to write. Judge 

Preston ¥. ^attle that he might g just as well walk over and enter a plea of guihty. 
intervepted and 

Ray's letter was/xeroxed axdxsaxxsd before it was placed in the nail and it was 
xeroxed all over again after it was in the mail and thw judge received it. I have 
copies of both sets of xeroxes. 

This, of course, is what Foreman ultimately 3a intimidated Ray into doing, and was the 
FBI's face ever saved by it! 

Even Kay's notes to Foreman and his correspondence with and about other lawyers were 
intercepted anf xrroxed, in direct violation of Judge Battle's orders but in accord with 
the "security" instructions by the Department of Justice. Foreman was so little concerned 
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iUircii 24, 1969 



"r. <2, idger iio'Wsr, -Irector 
fedarsl liurasu oi’ - &.vt atigstioa 
See tlngton, £5.0. 

leer Yr, Ho- ver, 

In hi.- just -ubll^heci took,,' fee Strange .;ese of Joses £‘erl Roy", 
-'lay -lair, Jr., exorooees hie grrtltude for the information and eeci stance 

given hit by your bureau. 

f 

•*• ha vo writ ton < fcorV Including th«;R«y sate, and I would life* to 
be tie ia include any Info motion that slight be rinsing. 



There fora, I write to na'r for what has boon giwwn i£r. Blair aid 

other writers ari any other data you sight rreperly give so. 



portops 



lh* that there has been a court proceeding, 1 hops some Of whet AlgS$ ^ 
earlier have te>,a cbaaiderea eecret la to longer. I «a particularly Interested 
In that evidence ttat establishes or tend* to establish that Say was the 
assassin, such things as the ballistics proof, because there are ao atony 
o&Atrary indications, 1 would also eopreciate proof that to harbored racial 
animal ties. And si th the existing Indications of tho involvement of aora than 
one parson, fcr exfaple, evidences that while Fay we* lit California someone 
acting for his was lc Alntoma, I would particularly ii.-.e to fence whant persuaded 
your buraaja that ha was ontiroly alone, toy and aeefctre of his family a*y he , 
sea net clone, os A Interpret their ate tamer. to. 

Your bureau hss ale© released acme pictures. I would eppreclwtc eopiee. I 
rossibly you a r ve picture* you may not properly give tee, theee taken by photo- / 
grsphera- at the scene of the Crimea. I would life* reference* to those taken ee / 
clcae -.a possible to the mouant of the crime end at ita scene. J 



■ ‘7 purpose in seeking this Informs t ion is to me ice my work ae complete 
and ac urate ae possible. Because whet was earlier available persuades that toy 
wee not alone and probably *&3 not the eseaaela, 1 am ,uite anxious to have all 
the available proofs that there was no coanpirucysad the t he was the eseeeela. 

Thaufe you for any help you say prowl <ie. 



Sincerely youra. 



Harold ^eiaber* 
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hfjryj 

'about defending ^ay or paying any attention to ^rfaything $ay told him he put that 
particuler note inside a newspaper he discarded as soyas he leffr Hay's cel^te^e^^ 
grabbed immediately by the Shelby County Sheriff's office. I have a xerox. Ray had come 
pretty close to figuring out wliat had actaully a#l happened but foreman at that moment 

.s/j-A- ,3k( 

was more interested in ..taking rpogge ssto n: of-a fur coat 'of Geneva Ann Singleton^ oae-ef/ ' 

te kinds of clients from whom Foreman earned his wealth', women who divorced wealthy men. 

His criminal cases, famous as they were, and spectacularly successful as he was in 

dtp/ lawyeju— 

so sasa many of the, wa3 his moans of advertising to those women in the era^whenTad- 

vertising was prohibited. 

Foreman's recford is that of a man who got Ms kicks from injuring others. 

But the Florida appeals c^t denied him the -Singleton fur coat. 

When Foreman succeeded Hanes, the Hanes who was acting as Birmingham, Alabama's 
mayor when it turned its police dogs and fire hoses on demonstrating blacks, like Hanes 
Foreman took Buie's money - a bribe. F c reman permitted Mile to testify against Ray before 
that grand jury as the immediate precedent for effectuating what Ifule required. Ray's guilt. 

Oil tjm fog, ' ^ 

There are so many way in which writers can corrupt our system and so few established 

U/riters who will invest the time and money required to try to make it work when injustice 

is transparently obvious. 

Extra space. 

Those 



-■^hae of us known as criticswere not immune// and some did corru|)t the si*sss 

i l 



system. 

n-T v not 

IjoJ one s. — 

faene was an established writer, ione was wealthy quid not one had the resources 
and connections of established writers. I was broke and in debt. Sylvia Meagher, whose 
magnificent h"Accessroies ..After the Fact” was in the second wave of critical books, had 
a full-time jobs as an editor at the Suited Nations. EdwaruJ. Epstein (who now pefers 



"Jay" for the initial) was a eandd -Candidate for a roaster's degree£in~college^ He began, 

in 

as the FBI and Department of Justice were slow to realize, as their defender -fgen Ms vie U. 
from the right, iwdMark Lane was a lawyer without a remunerative practise after pulling a 



stunt that led to Ms not running again for the New York State Assembly. He alone had 
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assistance, from the radical weekly The National Guardiag^md ^ number of its subscribers 
did ©>od work f °- Mm. But, according to what Oscar Collier, then June's 
literary agent, told me, Lane never delivered the contracted manuscript to Burney Rosset'.s 
Grove /Press. I have ongr Collier's word for it, but he told me that W also refused to 



retun the "advance."/®* last next tine I saw Collier he was promoting Lanes's and Dick 
Gregory's commercialization ofStf" i the King tragedy in a book that has only the bar^t and 
then inaccurate mention of the King assassination, Code-Name ^torro . " 

% the time Lime's best-selling "Rush to Judgement" appeared it was dated. But it 
had a publisher willing and able to promote and advertise and an author who soon made 
himself almost a cult figure on campuses, particularly when he could and did exploit 
New Orleans District attorney Jim Garrison and his syard Mardi “ras "solutions" to the 



JFK assassination. 

(Ufa) did , 



'hvd kx 






{ rj VM&-] ao Lxa& 



these twoi share Any Randian qualities including selfishness and egomania that 
lives and / 



eachj expresses in his own .way 



Speaking xn° 



?! i— m rv 



minority ,. ''" 

Les Payne, then national affairs corres- 



pondent for "Newsday" e£-Lane- ammcctxHmixXxsntEX , I said what is no less true of Garrison, 

hair 

that as an investigator Lane could not find pubic Nazis in an overworked and undercleaned 
whorehouse. Las laughed and added, "at rush hour." 

Lane s ego is such that after "Rush to Judgement" and its content had been advertised, 
when he rdad "Inquest" and ’Whitewash" and found a few minor matters he had overlooked re- 
lating to XXK evidence he believed he owned altered the advertised appendix of his book 

anu replaced parts ol it with text he could no; letsger insert in his book already in page 

r vintage ^ 

proof. Petty and ridiculous but village Lane. The Lane who edited the transcripts of / /, 

Warreiw Commi asi nn --- feliminate and thus hide fr TO 

ifvyV 

ins£- whom" h e— sOugHf ven- 

geaaee, mostly Chief justice Karl barren, the Commission's chairman, and J. Lee Rankin, 
ftj? Jjft Jluii il itMP w ■ none of 'fac __ 

Q ~ " ~slL counsel) l.hus the reader could focus on no— o tlitir Commission counsel vhw each 

of whom had his own Responsibility faro for that Commission's failures and transgressions. 
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His insatiable desire to persuade the world that he and he alone owned the subject 

and. had done all the meaning? work on it and the financial succees of his first book, 

which, naturally, called for a sequel, led to his second, "A Citizen’s Dissent." In it 

he was again light-fingered, this time springing a trap I'd set fof him, hus past indicating 

% 

that he’d steal again. Among the other [ to me entertaining) displays of his all-consuming 

®3o was his adopting the P3I method of telling very big lies with the misues of words -that 

tells the lie while literally speaking t^e truth. 

Lane flubbed his investigation .of Oswald's alleged purchase of a rifle. I had the 
Secret excerpts - 

SSerettService report that he had overlooked and publisHedr^t in facsimile on page 39 
Of "Whitewash II." Ilstead of identifying it with the proper Secret Service or barren 
Commission identification I eliminated the identifications in the facsimile iind added 
^aeinstead the f tie number the Secret Service used for its JFK assassination.' Sure 



enough, the same excerpts and the same and only the same incomplete and inadequate identi- 
fication appear as Lane's work in his second book. 

The British Broadcasting Corporation bought the rights to use a documentary film- 
isakeyY D' Antonio had based on "Hush to Judgement." In the debate accompanying 

its telecasting Lane did not fare well. He complained in "A Citizen's Dissent" about BBC's 

vd , ji 3/ 

treatment he described as unfair and abusing. Of t hi s fife said that he had nit received 
farthing." That since-abandoned c/in was a tenth of a cent. A$cL it was literally true - 

, - i 

, he^ciid not get a tenth of a cent. He actually got about 840,000 in U.S. money, Ju 

M jiVi 1* tU*P*C. 7 V 

V The misrepresentations, untruths and assorted other dishonesties in this book were 

so glaringly obvious I wrote a book about it over a weekend while preparing to return to 
New Orleans for some of my investigation of Oswald there. I intended that book, mimic-titled 
"A Citizen’s Descent," not for publication but for what it , rmeraains , a record for history. 

< J- ! 

blien f . f'J yA ‘ , publisher of/Ehe then t’rird-largest magazine com- 

mercializing photographs ssf nake women, bought the Los Angeles "underground" newspaper 
f h Exyg "The Los Angeles 1’ree Press," having already commercialized the JTK assassination 
by offering .a million dollars for a solution to it (Lane a judge and the reward unpaid). 



he had Lane turn out a spec! 



pecial edition of that Wiper. Sure 



enough, he agains adopted the 



tu-Lki 
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/\Y\yVyU f J’ 

work of others, cMefly^ji£-/as Ms own. But heabcdsas did, from time to time, make efforts 
to Mde Ms literary theivery. As with the Navy's threat of court-martial action against 
its personnel present at the JFK autopsy if they said anytMny about it. I had jmhlixhxx 

gotten it through FOIA action and published a xerox, wMch is black printing on a white 

/ \ 

J 



background, in 



l 



r 



Lane's cMldish effort to pretend that tMs, too, was has work, hence Ms property 



led Mm to xzxosxwkax raake a negative photostat of what I'd published. That a |^?pa 3 pL as 

white printing on a black background. x hus at least to Dickering 2s Lane, M 3 tf/eft was 

1 /A/,,. 

Mdden. As w aS the emperor s nakedness Ai that fable. 

Garrison, toc^, knojf^s a good line when he sees it. Only he ten&^fco forget the 
ssurce of what he cribbed. Not always. Sometimes he is s=*a smooth but barefaced liar. 

Once when he'd asked me to vjjsit Mm in Ms den at home and listen to parts of a 
speech he was writing, for delivery to a Los Angeles press-association convention at which 
hd was to be the main speaker , he stumbled, very unustml for him, as he read lines he 
also laughed about. $ j ^ 4& j % J j/U^t ^ ^ 

, k 

"Do you have a copy of PhotograpM® “Mtewas?" I asked Mm. . , , 

"Vfouldn't be without it," he replied, tuning to take if from tfteb fr o fe ee lyos beMn£ 
Clay Shaw, whom heg& had charged with conspiring to assassinate the President 

was a well-known New Orleans homo sexual.') 

"’Garrison had the notion that there was a large sade-massocMst and homosexual ring 



Mm. 



beMnd the JFK assassination,) I should say tMs was one of Ms many notions. He also 
believed that Lyndon Johnson was a homosexual. This is why he always~muffed i&at he liked 
so much. 



I opened the book to page 3 . of tne - boo k and read whatfollows reference to . populaf 
suspicion tliat Johnson was beliind the assassination: "fto matter how p|r e Ms motive, no<-aa 
matter how humble Ms gathering of faggots (if it is humble he is), they stoke a witch's 
cauldron and he is thought Macbeth." 

u nenbarrassed he said merely, 'thought I'd read it someplace." 

~rW 

A little later I eas in Berkeley, California, delivering tin afternoon speech at 

' ' , SJ _ 

the university when several of the student/ critics of wh/m ± remember Paul Koch told me 
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to cut it Short, that I had a plane to cat if at Oakland and it was close to time. 'I'his was 
news to ne, I asked them why, and they told me th^T toon wanted me there. I complained 

that 1 had no interest in hearing him speak andl less interest in abput 8U0 miles of un- 
necessary travel. 

’Wrison says f it is important," they told me so, believing that 4^ was 
something important, there, I went. 

hliat was importat was hairing him still unable to deliver those simple words with- 
out bre aiding up when he got to "fagots. 

There is so much I could write, of personal knowledge, about this man and about 
howo in retrospect, he did more than anyone outside the federal government to destroy the 
credibility 0 f criticisms of the offical account of the JFK assassination. 

Garrison is a gited writer. I've seen him labor for an hour over his lawyer’s 
yellow ruled pad on part of a release he wanted to be just right. His natural ex- 

pressiveness, often eloquent, is enhanced -and made more interesting and attractive by 
the total absence of any scruple. His book that as of this writin ^^rep^S ^^^S^^ 
basis for an Oliver Stone documentary, "On the Trail of the Assassins," if accepted for 



what it really is, is an £ 
h 



•V-v VW11 

s novfel. 

I was there, v, as the expression goes, for much of it and I was involved in some 
that is at once ludicrous and false. And what I did, after his staff tried and failed to 
sa^e him from himself, is, with gratitude, attributed to another he happened to like. 

f )Uetk ° ne hG SSked n ° t0 acconpaay ^ t0 the a^P°rt. He was leaving to aakQ a 

slesh is Alberquerque . Both of the detectives who usually took turns driving him in his 

official Buick on which they always played for him tapes of The Canadian Brass, kyim (oisel 
and ' ^ were in .he front seat, °in and I were chatting in the back. He be TV 

needed security and their concept of security was for both of hiT ptltectS to po r k f ^ ^ 

(car. Tims :T5e st-known man in NewOrleaos, the man whose picture ^i^most often on the front 
pages and the television tube there, six-foo^sixtfim -&a»es Garrison (born %r ling 



Caro^hers), walked up to the ticket counter and said, "You have a ticket for me. I4y n; 



name is 
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t Qobert Levy. " 

Pin, 

Unfazed except that-s h e- Iia d a double-take, the clerk handed him the ticket and, 
joined by the detectives we walked to the gate for that plane. 

"Hold on a second, boos," loisel said. G arr i S0I1 waited with me while the two 

detectives entered the plane. I assumed they felt the need to check it to be sure no 

L h && , , / 

assassin lurked beM nd a - s e al? . I /,/„ r//> fc. 

ihey exited, a|(; siJiies, and said, OK, Boss p tuid I ut Lid us acix^iu ait d- entered. 



No sooner was he inside, -the- this incognito Robert ^evy," $han both turned to me 
to announce, happily, "We have the boss f/xed up good. We told the hostess who he ls^ 
and he's gonna get tpo steaks. 

I'd been quietly amused by the "security," incredulous about the "Robert Levy," 
and at this demonstration of love and devotion 1 just laughed out loud. 

Back in New Orleans, I worked in the French Quarter before returning to my room 

TJi- 



c.vfc the :F ountainbleau motel. I showadTand had barely fallen asleep when the phone 
awakened me about 3 a.m. iihen the operator announced tliat the call was from 7/arv liorgan, 
I was awake enough to ask her to hold the call. I got out of bed to get my tape recorder 
and the primitive suction-cup microphone"/" used for telephone interview;*. 

' K 



7 

on EGJfS, 



^"Harv was a former report/er^ who thfQhad one of the best and best-rated radio 



talk shpws on the west coast, on EGJfS , the CBS radio network' s anchor station. He and 
his wife/ producer Judy were friends. I knew he'd not be phoning me that hour of the 
morning for any trivial reason and that he'd had to track me down to learn where I was. 
So the £ tape was running when he started to speak. 

He recounted a partly-confirmed pilot to kill -^r Garrison. 

When we finished talking I did fcShatj. hated to believe I had to do. I phoned 
Garrison's ch£.f inves igator, touis Ivon , and got him out of bed. 

x n addition to the difficulty of staying sane On i the job that always required un- 
predictable overtime, ^.puis was getting his degree in criminology night/. He then was 
in the middle of finals and had had little sleep. 

after I conveyed th4 information from u arv ho told me to be ready for him to 
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pick me up in u half hour.We talked about it as we drove to their office* Iheve we 

c 

were net by some of Garrison’s assistant Of them I remember Jim block, later a judge. 

I'd been thinking about what night be done,] trade a couple of suggestions, and after 

they listened to the tape and .sieussed it in private they agreed to one, for me to notify 

the FBI. I did, and I have the FBI's reports on it. (fkck up citations nad copies) 

The staff collective wisdom was to send William -ood, who used tine na m e Bin Boxibey, 

a man who'd been fired by the CIA and was Garrison's private investigator. The others, 
one, Steve Jaffe, 

save for/a nincompoop as an investigator (he did have other skills and became a suc- 
cessful ■‘Hollywood flak£?)who'd bee" 1 n wished -'on Garrison by Lane , were city police 
assigned, as was the practice, to the DiTtrict attorney's office. Boxley and his 
autoBHtii; pistol were on the first pea— e plane to Albercjuerque. 

bs this comes oqt in "On the Trail of the Assassins," Garrison was an^' said he was 
&ryhf£- 

indignant over this waste of his scanty fund, so he ordered Boxley to return to Hew 
Orleans forthwith. 

I'lils makes better reading that the truth and it gave Garrison the opportunity to 

CoZfo i f 

when he was waste! 



represent how frugal he was 



rteful with money, wasting just about all of it 



in Ilia fiasco. Most of all in swallowing hook, line sinker and eves) rod a false book 



planted on him by the French counterpart $0 the CIA, SHE1CE. 



After Garrison s spec’s he and Boxle^ flow to Los Angeles, where they roughed It 



(in a suite in the Century rbaaa( j6or a jroel> 

While they were living- it up a package was delivered to Garrison s room. 

"HOld it, boss! "Boxley exclaimed. He grabbed the paxkage, rushedinto the bathroom, 

/ 

filled the tub with water- and plunged the package into it, keeping it there long enough to 

k dM.'VL . 

to - i t that the bomb expected to have been itjfe : st would not exulode. 

qirr 

The package safe, they opened it. The-ge^t of books was ruined. 

T..e midule of November, 1968, I was in Dallas and about to return home when garrison 
phoned me to ask me to return to %w Oroeans immediately, f t was, lie insisted, important. 

It turned out to be a waste of time save for those who intercepted and made a mess 

k 



of my teg gage baggage. 
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what was so important to “arrison was a print oi'/foota^ge of Oswald distributing 

literature at the main entrance to the old International Igrade i-Jart of wiiich the indie-fed 

, did 

Olay Shaw had been managing director. VfflSU, haWng no used for Garrison, hsd- not let him 
ha.ve a print. I'd told his asyistd/t, Andrew "IIoo” jK.aia.bra how to get one. It turnedout 
to be a poor copy. I had a print made from the originals, with the stipulation that I not 
let Garrison have it. 

What madd this scTusk important as evidence is, as Garrison pointed to it exult- 

. sec retly 



antly. ife that it showed Clay Shaw about to antre enter the builuinglby his secret door. 

so secret or 

I never did understand how a doorway on the main* street wai? important but no matter, 
that door opened on Ip from the inside. besides which, the nan in the film w^s not Shaw 
affrway. 

A.s I was getting read^to go to the airport that late afternoon I learned from 

- their many / 

Ivon and Sciambra that u arrison and Boxley had cooked up the wildest of ttaa conspiracies , 

irtj 

^tended to commemorate the fifteenth anniversary of the JEK assassination by rmV-ing 
new charges public on the -kgd: twenty-second. They had been unable to convince Garrison 
.that he hi) d no p roof. They should have known that lack of proof never discouraged 
him. 

u A ' 

fte was, among other things, & going to charge men rL the mis-named "tramp" 
pictures taken in ^ealey Plaza the day of the assassination and a man who died and had been 
buried, in New Orleans, a year before that assassination, with being part of the succes - 
ful conspiracy. 



What could I do to helpfrevent that certain disaster? 

I asked Ivon for two sets of those pictures and two manila envelope^. As I ^waited 
for the plane to be called, I put a set in each envelope, along with a hasty note asking 
for an investigation of the pictures. I sent one to ifehry Wade, then Dallas District 
Attorney, and the other to Paul Rothermel II, chief of H.L.Hunt's 2h±H security. Both 
are former FBI agents. 

Wade sent one of his detectives to investigate, Rothermel did his own investigating. 
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as it happened, with one missing from the set of pictures I'd sent him. The reports 

* , 

back were *-*s indentical. Those men were not "tramps," they /iwere winos. (Richard Sprague, 

a critic who did an excellent job of locating photographs ignored in the official 

investigations, got thosepictures and just decided that the men were tramps. He gave one 

the name of "French!" from the cut of his clothing and he later ^decided that "French!" 

was the manager of Lyndon Johnson's farm.) 

The men had not been picked up at the time of the assassination. It was an hour 



and a ahlf or more later. < , 

They had not been picked up at the scene of the crime. They were Tin a parked rail- 
road boxcar behirj^ the Central “nnex Post Office, on South Houston Street, or about 

s[ 

a bloc ^est and two block south of the assassination scene. 

(THis did not/ later discourage those critics addicted to the tramp theory of the 
/ ‘ 

assassination. They no longer insisted they were the assassins, there being no rifle that 

shot aound comers anyway. They were cast in a variety of roles, including as paymasters of 

0/> S' y y — 

the assassins, in a variant ^supervisors. By means of an ear identification, Wategating 

fe ll ^ 

(HA agent E, Howard Hunt was positively identified. So also was his Watergate associate 
FrankJ"' turgis . md mnay others.) 

Because the menwere not charged, drunkenness being the least of the po Jicp conerns 
with the Presidential. assassination on their hands, there names were not record that 



soon became another ft foul o«rfsai conspiracy. 

O'/ 

Ro thermal' s account gave credibility to faat Jag eye-witness, post-office employee 



told him. 



"My ol' boy at the p.o.," Rothermel told me, "says there were three and the 
pictures show only two." Both statements are true. 

I returned to Hew Orleans and did the uinvestigating that -left it without question, 

t ~c \ rt^v- i? /W-*- " 

even in ^arfison s fixed mind, that what LoxleJ had fed him was faked. It was day-and- 
night work, with excellent legwork done by Ivon and hus staff. Fix After an intense and 



Lvon 

d/ 



taxing week, on a Saturday night, I coiipleto/by cinalysis and gave .ttpo Sciambra. He 
and another, Vincent Salandria, a Philadelphia lawyer of whom Garrison was fond and 4*liose 
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judgement, especially on ^ olitical:.: nn^tejs he trusted, finally convinced Garrison. 

Slowing that Garrison did trust Salandria, in the simplistic belief that 

X + , w 

it xi take a crook to get a crook, it also takes a npt to reach a nut, I d persuaded him 
to join me to save din from his enemies. JSalant^ai also was long on conspiracies, any 
kind of conspiracies, especially those against his fridnd Jim, about which he was jf 
ready to credit any reported, 

Sciambra picked me up and as we drove to his home for what was what he promsied 

it teould be, as good an Italian dinner as I'd ever have, he exlaimed, "Hal, you just 

/~V , i 

savjjd Jim Garrison from being disbarred by the Supreme U curt of the bnated States of 

America," (The Shaw (base was then before that court.) 



There is more but this -keeko should be enought to show that there is more than one 
Mardi Gras in Hew Orleans and that they are, or at least then were not limited to "fat 
Tuesday." 

As this is mentioned, and not much more than mentioned, in "On thr Trail of the 

Assassins," all the insanity is purged a^ong with just about everytl-iing else other than 

fit ./ du4 

that Crarrison fied the CIA spy Bosley and it was all do to Salandtaad-s fine work. Ho 

mention of anyone else;. 

/ 

Once in a while, not very often, ^arrison did mention my name. I think his reluctace 

f 

began with a Washington Post story saying that his investigation had been scripted earli er 
in my first book, an idea repeated by The Tinesof London. 'One of these Ea» mentions 



2, V-M lot 



is i n his December 2, iy#5 letter to Ted Gandolfo. Gandolfo was an early Eritic. He was 
regarded by some as crude, by others as rather imaginative, and he'd worked vey very 
hard to tape record everything anybody said on the subject. Anybody l At the time 
Garrison wrote this letter Gandolfo was trying to help arrange for publication of 
fl^’On the Trail". Gnjadolfo was then selling copies of some of the Warren Commission executive 

- d I 

sessxonssxxxkxd transcripts I had obtained ar / published. Referring to them, arrison wrote 

rs of — 

of me, "homebdpy ought to build a statue to that naiV f or the hqrd xnsk and detailed 

..ork he lias done." 

b A ^ A 

There is, of course, a bC difference bo. tween statue and books. One has to "buitd" 
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y, 



' V 

(■ , f. 



to evolve a statue but books can just be mat^.up. 

. it* 

‘ e^-raspace 

One critic who managed, to combine the* %\io 9 making his book his rstsxlf 
statue to himaelf , is DavudLifton. 
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(Eourt of Appeal 

WILLIAM V. REDMANN 
CHIEF JUDGE 

JAMES C. CULOTTA 
PATRICK M. SCHOTT 
JIM GARRISON 
DENIS A. BARRY 
ROBERT J. KLEES 
WILLIAM H. BYRNES. Ill 
PHILIP C. CIACCIO 
ROBERT L. LOBRANO 
CHARLES R. WARD 
DAVID R. M. WILLIAMS 
JOAN B. ARMSTRONG 

JUDGES 

Mr. Ted Gando&fo 

1214 First Avenue 

New York, New York 10021 

Dear Ted: 

Thank you for your warm and encouraging letter. I really 
appreciate the help you have been giving me with regard to the 
marketing of "A Farewell to Justice". 

And thank you also for the latest copy of your newsletter 
which, as usual, was extremely interesting. 

I saw your ad for the Warren Commission's January 22nd and 
^ 7tn Executive transcripts which Wiseberg obtained. Somebody 
ought to build a statue to that man for the hard and detailed 
work he has done . 



cuuk i n UHLUIT 
• STATE OF LOUISIANA 

210 CIVIL COURTS BUILDING 
421 LOYOLA AVENUE 
NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70112 



MRS MARJORIE R CAMBRE 
CLERK 



December 2 , 1985 



In 3ny case/ I would like to hcive a copy of it and enclose 
my check for $12.40. 



Best regards, 




Enclosure 
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■ lake J. Edgar Hoover who had instant visions by which he solved these major crimes 

- it-lf >v t fU u ui~ 

before ^investigating then, ^uie knew, instantly, that iiay^asd-iiay^^i^ - was guilty. 

-rrned with his certainty of Hay's guilt and a substantial bank account he bought the 

lawyers, H-ines and Foreman. Neither saw any conflict of interest between taking Huie's 

£ S.J, 

money to do what huie wanted done and representing Hay when Huie had ordained hi k guilt 
so rapidli/ it wc.s before Hanes had seen or spoken to feayt 

Originally, as tht€ title of the book he contracted reveals , Huie believed there 
had been a conspiracy. Che title was "I'hey Slew the Dreamer." Before it appeared the title 
became "He Slew the Dreamer." 

Huie'd book ancjf a series of artcju.es he wrote for LOOK , Hagaai - n e , then the second KM 

C(hc. uli^kh Ui; O'*' a ?l ,'mjJ 

ixsgKst tu~ such magazin es only to ttieoriginal - LIFE^ are long on Hay's travels after 
he escaped from the Missouri State Pwnit4ntiary, at Jefferson City, Missouri and short 



Cb) 



on the assassination. Short except for aonje eta ro so -and conjectures about the crime. He 

had, aside from his own investigation,^ which did not include the crime itself, only that 

2 jOu V -Q i d U'kb / t-4i /s'p'CiAiii^t cj Li ,UuJ ih^j ah’i^T 'r-<- 

Itay wrote out laboriously in long-hand and gave him Hanes, who then gave it to hinu, 

% li u u. qm4 J _ 

’^NSliaS¥yzxa:d£EwxMH33k kztyxz2h5EZHzat±0Kzha£is±z:±eSSx^«> met when we both agreed to dppear 

on a tlhk show on New York Station WiffiW-TV. He was accompanied by Judge Hobert Dvryer, who 

had earlier been onJtof Ray\s prosecutors. Patronizing and condescending and making hi3 
*Hil± 

omniscience clear her prated at some length about nothing relevant to the crime. When J. 
could slip a few words in, I said merely, "You have told us the name «in hispaook) of 
the whore with whom $ay slept in Mexico and the gifts he gave to the one with whom he 
slept in Portugal, but the crime was in Memjihis. Shy don^t you tell us about your 
investigation in 






in Memphis, /ftr. y^uie?" £ 7/^ J 



HiS totally bald head got as 



erupted like 



Mount J&iHHx Vesuvius 



a llenjfof , mi fit [Hi , / U a,nU-te'c( a-vZcj"uL.j 

ius. He began<Tjy calling me ■££ a racist* ges.fc cul atpduffl.4-went~orr'a' 




crihe, i tselfY) i'ron Ills, ovjp writing ne. hadn't investigated , the crime at 

fatUu dUMi utfb* /n?* &.ia 0 Mil 1 k } !/m\ 

owingall there was to know about *iny thing and everythigg so why • / 



fi a p/dtt lW -b Vy. pn i 

all. (He was born knowing 

i 

waste tine seeking any proof ot iJ;? 
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Civul friujjJrd 

He totally bald head- shiny baM head got as red as his face and he esg-Hfeded like 
, ji/pi t did,*. 



Mount Vesuvius. Hi 



/ 



'into a lengthy, -agry angry diatribe, beginning by called ne a 



racist. L s he rambled, gesticulating wildly andxftxa. tabbed about everything but the crime 

itself, about which he said not a single word; and as it became clewr to the audience fchhz 

Mexico, 

that in fact he had travelled widely here, in) Canada and in Europe without making any 
investigation at all in ii emphis, none of the crime itself, he made more and more of a 
public spectacle of himself in the city so important to hid reputation, his writing, what 
he can get paid for it and how much credence' could be pu.t in it. 

I sat and laughed and laughed, without saying a word, because he was making it 

r 

apparent that/ he had contracted those articles and the book and spent a young fortune 
in costly travels without learning or trying to learn a single actual fact about the 
assassination itself. 

liii 

Only those expert in plumbing and under staing sick and uninhibited egos can under- 
why, A 

atand that with his book out, a failure amd its life gone, he went to all the expense 
^ Hartsel le (dale?-checkj j afowjd 

and took the time to fly TromTalabama to Hew York City. Minginh fhis chum/gormer prosecutor 
Mrs. Dwyer 

friend and tes-^wa^e-aifcsftc - to have them see him expose himself and the prosecution on TV. 

Of course, suolime in Ms self-conceived omMscience, he had expected no such outcome. 

Perhaps, like I’on&man, he expected free advertising of himself and Ms rare talents 

in the city where most book and movie deals are made. It is apparent that he had expected 

to make a financial killing from Ms skilled gilding of the official mythology. He didn't 

Jl Uts 

and the book was not profitable for h— publisher. In tMs he was not uMque. It was 

el cf £»> h , a 

sffon~thsrt'ati r of another successful write j^erold (correct), -“'rank, whose .put*****} 



pua h sjuiiy 

enjoyed tin equally disnal^MstQry. 



L 



dli t c i / 



Each of these successful and well-off authors reaped the same reward from the literary 

whoredom through, which the# expected to exploit tMs great tragedy/ neither published an- 

/ 

other successful book. 

Percy Foreman, terror of the courtroom in some of the most gruesome, most salacious 






and legally the most difficult case_§ also axxEarsd was tempted, as Huio- hatl be en, by $ie 

J f f/\ 

offer of free Hew York Mty publicity. dk rf.- 

■n I 



'V 
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Noneth eless, lie did nul/ lack co MIdenotr -aKd-hs- xilthtggpgarr-5?hat--Garu^^ of 

\the Earne d- - - " e rov Foreman fle r ror o f the court rooii in 3 one of the nost sensational case 

l^hBxe-.coinitr^-f&g. Jihn many vp --.- rp bo fyne+j - w im . r , 

I'd been asked to appear on. the same show on the same statio/V with him and . u anes 

_ u fy 

opposing me. x agreed with two s tap illations : that each would be given a copy of Frame-Up 
long enough in adssv advance to be able to rgead What I'd said about them and that the 
moderator divide time evenly. 

When I got to the station I was intercepted at the door. I wan told they were 

having trouble with their lights and there would be a delay. I was led to a small office, 

told to make myself confortable and that they remember I liked J&B Scotch with water. 

Soon a fifth of it was on a table, with a pitcher of water and one of ice. 

More than an hour later the producer and the station's vice president appeared and 

began, "Look, we've got a nroblemand we'll level with you." Theybexplained that Foreman, 

( 1 

when he learned for the first time, after flying up fir on Texas , unpaid, for this prime 
TV exposure in Mew York, had thmrtened to sue then for libel. 

"That 's a new kind, "I said, the "unspoken libel." 

Then they said they were not afraid of losing a libel suit but the cost of defending 

ti-cwT tv u-vi f/u 



one successfully could run well into 3ix figures. Vtul 



A1 u 'd ‘ill C& 



X a >fx*4 

unless 




.1 



a master of that art who had made me up for some highly-controversial appearances. It 
was then that I learned what happened. 

He'd been making Foreman, up and was chatting with him, small talk, he thought. 

"Have you ever debated this man Weisberg," he asked Foreman. , , , yt.JP 1 7 

he sa told me Foreman shouted, . . J \ ™ y (yL" * 

".People like to put hiJ>; down as a hick," the (makeup -man said,) "but he's been here 
before and he held his end up." jQ ^**7 ,1 y 

. frlA'* *f 

With-thia, with the ndjug that had been applied still on, witlTth e- biby to o, Foreman 
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l, fi u [U- 7W ^ /t't? p ftjuf? jh. hw-fa </fh Jit-? 

WUL^ u j cisrh^ j 1 

ran out ot the room -shouting threats of suing for libel. He still had the makeup on luM'MXt- 

r 

whon he n_f 161 1. ,Jt all happened so fast ±Jiexjs and the station management was so Conc erne d 

c’^bout the cost of defending a spurious libel suit, they didn't think to change the announce- 
ment of the confrontation, bo , the confrontation between Foreman and me got a highlight 
on the hew York Times' TV page- even though he was the big man who wans't there. 

aside from learning thatVEhreats of lawsuits’ that can entail large sums of money 

cj&’t LiMp -t-t?. suit /-/' 1)1. /U- 

can be used efiectife/ly to intimidate, I also l earned a llLj i n about publlslilhg ;uid 
wh at m a te g^' buuk -s- succ e ssfu l. * , . , 

Af' publisher, fevid Outerbrigge , wau- w'it h -mo wh en the station told ta? the truth ,/ 

Ai v>h IvAW/f. h *- 

' ‘ fed / 




Luediately^ 

"This is the man-bites-dog story, fewid," I said. Get it to t(je papers fast, fere 
vjpou have the country's most famous criminal lawyer fleeing confrontation with a lowly 
hick author. A t's a natural! iind it can make th4? book. " 

"Let the station do it," he replied. 

Shocked, I reminded him that th - last thing the station wanted was to attract 
attention to Foreman's threats. Bit he refused to phone the papers. I could not because 
T was to be tej^en to makeup at any minute. 

Foreman had flown from fexas to few York just for the free publicity he would get 

from a TV appearance and here we were, with a veritable gold-mine of free and natural 
ytrvu ^l- -uJL' 7 *w< lyj AHltn dhH iHw Id A U-uoj J 

and'lio^itfejet-tfeial publicity 'cor the bbok^puTthe publisher refused t5fee~it. He 

Uj-t^Vuffe^C j . 

could have had a sensation. Instead he had no.thing. 7T7_JL ( J^fn£> 

■ ' 



ct^ns Di those~eax-llui' confrontations Ifer' ma keup man reca 

" - */ 

pregare4-^euy- ± -at :yers t o rui n-me-whajgLJlrs^ ,, mj Junk u trbf-fer-fere-to have- a 
S j^ . /rie3 TLu — o± — a — show tnarc with other guostu — en — oth o r ^ subjec t s — x^nr~an"~hotn*. The cameras 
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vOne of those earlier confrontations the makeup man recalled was in the summer of 1966. 
my first book wqs just out. haul lloble, a 1/IEW-TV producer, had asked the Hew York Mil to 
send some S&s to oppose me. The Phi refused to do that but it did agree to prepare others 
to do me in with what its records ( cite file numbers 

describe as "public domain information." The station arranged for four lawyers to do this. 
Ve were to have one segment of a multi-segment, shaw hour-long show that included other 
guests on other topics. What happened was so exciting that the cameras ran on , us, stopping 
only long enough for commercials to be dubbed in on airing, for two hours and twenty 
minutes. It took me most of thet time to teach those lawyers, three men and a woman, wliat 
they should have learned at their mothers' knees, that silence is golden if you don't 
really know what you are talking about. Those lawyers were prepared with the official 
account of the FK assassination and my book left it without question that the official 
solution was actually official mythology. By the t me those lawyers realised they were 
making fools of themselves the station had a show that on airing got it the best ratings 
it had ever had. People were waking friends and telling them, '^ou gotta look at this." 

When the program ended after two o&clock on a Sunday morning my phone In Maryland started 
ringing and it dicin' t stop. I did not Jjte back to sleep. Overnight that show made W 
"Whitewash" the best-selling work on non-fiction in New York u ity. We had to ship books 
to wholesalers three tines tiiat week, so its sale was that heavy. The FBI failed to learn 
from tills experience because, December 15 of that year, when I was on the Ilarv Morgan 
show on the CBS radio dear-channel KVBS, in San A rancisco , a man I latere learned from 
the San Francisco FBI files on me was one of its symbol informers, tried something similar 

r* 

with the same results, gratifying to me. all my books sold out the next day and my audience 
in The Hall of the Flowers in ^olden Gate park was so large all the seets were taken and 
there were many standees.!) (. cite FBI records and "audio tapes and newsppaer clippings in 
author's files.} 
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( * &$ *" 

And, devoted to scholarship as he is, he assumed Ray's guilt, as/he later assumed 
Oswald's boo guily , without a single word in either assessing a single item of the evi- 
dence alleged against either accused assassin. Which, of course, is the beat way of not 
angeYing the FBI with its history of retaliations 

These fairly illustrate the state of his factual knowledge. It did not improve while 
he wrote either book. In each, devoted to scholarship as he is, he began by assuming the 
guilt of each alleged assassin. Ke does not in either book assess dp much as a single 
item of evidence alleged to establish guilt. This kind of scholarship has some ad- 
cantages. It does not anger the FBI, which retaliates, and it avoids additional fiawnyin g 
flaunting of ignorance. It also would require quite a bit of time he claims to have devoted 
to examining every disclosed record when he displays as much association with t em as the 

clove of garlic has when it is merely wafter over the stew. 

spare 

I apre the reader the multitude of details of the real horror of this book of which 
he is so pround that I recorded in my crti critique that is the length of a short book. But 
some are so typical of him, his publisher and publishers in general on this subject, they 
deserve - nya, require -attention. They also 
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Action 75-1996 in Washington federal court) and a great nuiaber of additional reports on 
the FBI's scientific, including ballistics work, he, having examined all those many 
pages, wrote me February 26, 1985 and asked, "was the ' v his emphasis) shell casing ever f 
found in thel-liK case? I'm not aware that one was ever found..." 

^y t Is time I was getting impatient ans exasperated. I wrote him iiarch 1 , "I am 
willing, a you by now know, to take all the time I can to respond to inquiries but I 
ought not be asked about what is in my published work... I ask again is you've read 
Frame-Up or is your reading limited to junk?" 

Finally thas most scholarly, most definitive book on the King assassination appeared 
and he was king enought enough to send me a copy. I wrote to thank him on receipt, on 
April 1, 1989. In thinking him I asked him, "why didn't you tell me you were working on 
a book? I might have been of some help. "Later, on reading it, I learned that I had been 
of more help than I'd known. 

That i3 the last communication between us, written, phone or in person. I did 
not offer any opinion on the book but had notoce his claim that amount to having done it 
all on the dpst ha jacket so x avoided any opinion. Yet later, when he'd sold the crew 
of Britishers lokollooking for a sensation for the Bri BNC-TV his MURKI bill of goods 
and they phoned me they quoted him as having told them that I had a high opinion of his 
book. 

The scholarship get even better. 




faced with the ^political assassinations ^ — all of them - the executive and judicial 
sjistems failed along with the adversary system of justice. The third branch of government, 

the legislative, Jong was silent. 1'ears later it compounded these failures when the 

t*/ It _ ( j 

Boss of Representatives established a special comiaittee to investigate them. ( give 

official title and the number of the Congress fr It began with the presumption i£x±hs 

>•' . / 

ixssfegKiii that the accused were guilty and never ieally investigated or intended to 

I 

investigate the JFK and King assassination?, although it pretended to. In fact /if began 

Robert Blakey, it3 / were 

each of its public hearing s with a narration of whaf~*±xxsthB± chie^ counsel /saicT'wae 

s yen seven . 

allegations by the critics. (He never once mentioned my name or cited any of my ( 'books.) 
Blakey and his committee set out to and largely did debunk dm some of the many assassi- 
nation theories, harjjty the way ^investigating those crimes if truthlbrthe client 



„ M ti-/ 

and the interest of the nation axjf to be served. 






cu- 



T T t> 



whiter— 

One of its prosecutor-types, a /lawyer (Who afreefed. a red Afro hairdo ,~ac dually 
Jim • u esar , (seeking a release so Foreman would be free to testify about his representation. 



if I may use the word , of Ray , actually blur led "uu l that they wanted to use Foreman to 
show that Ray was guilty! / 

j 

Ray again (Changed counsel, nd- and with MxxkxkiSEaiHxhHi^DC the help of his new counsel, 

Mark Lane, came close to doing the committee's dirty-work for it. In the public and 
of y&LL’.iy. h** h fill 



Cfngressional mind, with those^ heariag^telecastr'l'rom coast to coast , ho did persuade 
/ . / 
most viewers and readers of the published accounts that he was guilty. 

extra space 

The press, often referred to as "the fourth estate," the unofficial part of our 
self-government, also failedy/in the time of these assassinations and since then. 

jF do not recall a single written, spoken or telecast question asking w|i£y Sx 
Lane -hfrf Itay testify when under the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution he did not have 
to. Or whether Lane's obviously wrongful compliance with Ray's irrational desire to 
testify had any connection with publicizing Lane by having him on every TV tube in the 
country and in all the paper magazines. 

(^;rort^==o Before long l<ine waT representing a wealthy ultra-reactionary, Willis 
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Let’s evaluate ‘truths’ from zero 



Sixteen years ago, full, of and his 1977 position on the 
zestful arrogance, my . role of force in foreign af- 
generation of Democrat's fairs, 
descended on Washington. . 

We sure paid for an educa- S Another example; Why 
tionl ' , • ■./continue the interminable 

During the Ford-Carter/ investigation into the mur- 



transition period it has been 
hard to avoid reliving the 



ders of .‘President John 
Kennedy and the Rev. Mar- 



past, reminiscing, over , the .tin Luther King?. 

nnf tolrA** ' n«/l •* ' • **. t 



l 

i 

From 1963 to ’74 our soci- should “police the world,”! 
ety underwent a baleful though there are obviously, 
series of psychological 
earthquakes. The human 
debris included both rogues 
and innocents, and a desert 
saint would doubtless sacri- 
fice anyone who refused to 
distinguish the categories. 



some areas in whose future' 
we have a vital national in- 
terest. What kind of a bird 
am I? , 

Maybe I. am just a nu- 
thatch, circling a tree up* 
side down, but I submit that 



roads not taken, and per- True. it keeps a number 
haps sometimes sounding.' of lawyers and miscellane- 
like an inmate of a Demo- ous outriders employed, but 
pratic old-folks home. ■ .' f what ' difference does it 
t The problem is, if you be- make in- 1977 whether J. 
lieve, as I do, that charac- , Edgar. Hoover or the CIA 
ter is fate, insight into the .concealed evidence in 1963? 
past behavior of a number Or whether James Earl 
of Jimmy Carter’s "new Ray had some European 
faces" is invaluable in pre- contact in 1967? Kennedy 
dieting their future track) and Ki*ig are in their 
record. However — as my /graves — let them rest in 
Wife gently, noted the other/ peace. - . . ; 

day — the “who said whatv' Then there is amnesty for 
to whom” in 1966 bit can be draft evaders and desert- 
overdone. Mea culpa. ,. ers. (I say draft evaders 

§1 ’ rather than draft resisters 

Ti What is now important is because the latter, men of 
to close the books and turn principle, stood up for their 
..off the memory tape except ' convictions and accepted 
when past action is directly .the consequences.) I sup- 
. Relevant to assessing, the, f port amnesty for the evad- 
purrent scene. ' ' ers, but have grave doubts 

The right-wing commen- about deserters, most of 
tators, for- example,' are whom I suspect were hard 
screaming that in 1950 Ted cases who only, discovered 
Sorensen was a pacifist. • >;.•;• they were “pacifists” after 
' Actually, he was 1 AO they landed in Sweden. This 
he would accept military' , may be mistaken, but take 
■ service but not bear arms, a . them .on a case-by-case 
position held by a- number*: . £ 

flf heroic medics in recent ''i.V 

Wars. The serious questions'. Morever, as •> was. sug-' 
about Sorensen’s nomina-; gested here when President 
(Son for Director of Central- Ford pardoned.' former 
Intelligence are his admin- President Nixon, give 
istrative competence (he amnesty for the Watergat- 
has never run anything) ers too. " - 



r , That’s why those paints we must have considered 



were in the desert;', You 
can’t run a society on virtue 
undiluted by prudential 
compassions. No one sug- 
gests we award the individ- 
uals involved medals — just 
let them quietly vanish into 
the population. 

In terms of his character, 
Jimmy . Carter seems 
ideally equipped to preside 
over an. abandonment of. na- 
tional paranoia. The fact 
that he has not spent years 
in the intense Washington 
atmosphere does provide a 
freshness that is congenial. 
Let us hope this freshness 
extends to a rejection of the 
standard policy categories 
of the past decade, particu- 
larly in foreign affairs. ... 

Without suggesting that 
he paraphrase Jefferson’s 
inaugural by stating “we 
are all hawks, we are all 
doves,” it is essential, that 
these tags be dumped. f! 

I hold strong convictions! 
about the need for adequate! 

, defense, but strongly op-j 
pose the B-l-'and those 
, Nimitz-class carriers the 
Navy wants for the next! 
Battle of Midway. Never in 
my wildest moments' have I 
thought the United, States' 



debate in this vast, crucial 
grey sector. Eight years of 
the Kissinger perpetual-mo- 
tion regime, dominated by : 
romanticism, not real-poli- ; 
tik, has left us in a foreign- i 
policy shambles. ... T ■ 

President Carter, a ra- ' 
donal man if ever there was i 
one, , should throw away the j 
old code books and start a ' 
“zero-based” evaluation of 
everybody’s “truths’ — in- 
cluding mine. 

Let’s begin our third cen- 
tury with the kind of hard- 
minded experimental 
skepticism that launched 
ourfirst.. , 
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3 ( >. J. A. Hints 

“ Hr. J. B. Hot is) 
1 -W. B. B. Gebhaxdt 
1 - Hr. W. R. Wannall 
1 - Hr. V. O. Cregar 
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Juno 17, 1971 



0. S. KE>tA ns SELECT COMMITTEE 
TO STUB! CQVEBHMEJtTAL OPERATIONS 
WITH RLBPfcCT TO IN7ELLXGKHCX 
ACTIVITIEH (SSO 

rsquxct or bsc run access to warrm 

COKMISSlC* DOC'»LEiriB, OR IOI HATED BT 

FBI, rrrBrjTTLT whubeiz) fro* research 
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Reference Iff wade to letter dated Hay 37, 1975, 
to tho Attorney Cenrral froa the Chairaan of captlmwd Committee, 
which requested tho FBI to make available Varran Ccctalssloa 
docuaonto originated by tbo I ni, now withheld Iron research, 
for mlo* by representatives of BSC. 

Upon completion of the review of tbo 145 doc cum? n to 
Identified on a "Lict of Hutfbered Commission Docd-vjuts of tbo 
Warren Connies Ion Withheld From research," attached to the 
request of the 83C, the FBI agrees that appropriaf oly cleared 
representatives of tbo tSC say be given access to roview the 
pertinent document a loco ted at ttie General Borvlcre Administra- 
tion, Rational Archives and Accords Service, Wabbirgton, D. C. 
This Access is granted with tho understanding that no written 
notes will-bo made nt the tiae of review and that the BSC way, 
in writing, request eny specific documents of 1 'interest to the 
Committee. 

Upon roeetpt of any request, the documents will be 
revlewod by tbo FBI n« to any third agency or privity considera- 
tion prior to furnishing the documents to tho SBC. When 
necessary, excisions way bo tnado for above r«nuon«*. 



1 - Attorney Genornl 

1 - 105-02555 (Oswald) 

( 1 2- 62-103060 (Warren Conoisnlon) 
1-44-24016 (Ruby) 

.IffJfaJa 

(il) 



SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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T b e subtitle of "Spy Saga" is "Lee Harvey Oswald and U.S. Intelligence." Does 
not a scholar writing about Oswald' n alleged connections with U.S. Intelligence, a 
scholar who alleged read every single page of disclose government information and the 
publish books on the subject, have the obligation first to know what has been re- 
leased and is available for him and others to use and then to inform his readers of 
it and provide the sources for schol other scholars or for that natter, any interested 
reader, to study independently. 

Instead of the smoke of his intangible allegtions of such a connection, there is 
readily available in the records I published, to which he had access in my books as 

well as in his friendly visits to the Mil's reading room. There is no mention of their 
existence. 

In 1975, in Post Mortem, I piblished the FBI's reports reporting the KGB's suspicion 
that Oswald dittxKKrvw was a United States "shent in place" or a "sleeper" agent and had 
him under surveillance in Minsk. In that book also, after I compelled production of it 
under the threat of an embarrassing lawsuit, I published the entire transcript of one 
of the Warren Commissions executive sessions called in an emergency to consider reports 
that Oswald had connections with United States Intelligence. The year before I oublished 
an entire book based on the second and lengthy executive session tr .nscript on the mm 
subject, including again facsimile reproduction of the taanscript along with other 
illumination documents and explanations. 

Thefe wefe two other executives e sessions on a related subject- Soviet espionage. 
Again under threat of another embarrassing lawsuit those transcripts were disclose d to 
me. The very day I got them I held a press conference and gave copies away, before, ob- 
vious, I could make any use of them in my own writing. These were reported in the press 
and copies wefe available to Melanson. 

This scholar informs his rdaders of none of this. 



He blows smoke, but there was fire. 




